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Life & styLe sports
margaret atwood receives 
2017 kafka award

chelsea earn 
high-scoring draw

no power cuts this 
tihar, says nea

page 9 page 5 page 12
worLd
Spain moves to suspend  
catalan autonomy

money

The Kathmandu Post 
wishes its readers, 

advertisers and  
well-wishers a happy 

Tihar
As we go on annual Tihar break,  

the next edition of The Post  
will be available on  

October 23 (Monday).

kAnTiPur MediA grOuP

n An elderly woman plucks marigold flowers for the Tihar festival at Ichangu in Kathmandu.   Post PHoto: sANJoG MANANDHAR

NC working to finalise 
candidates for 1st phase
POST rePOrT
KATHMANDU, OCT 19

The ruling Nepali Congress 
(NC) on Thursday expedited 
discussions in the party to 
pick its candidates for the 
first-past-the-post election sys-
tem for the first phase of  fed-
eral and provincial polls 
scheduled for November 26.

Given the hectic festival 
activities in the coming two 
days, the NC was in a bid to 
finalise the list of  its candi-
dates by Thursday, as the nom-
ination filing date for the 
November 26 elections is set 
for October 22 (Sunday).

Leaders claimed that senior 
leaders’ candidacies had 
already been finalised.

By the time the Post went to 
press on Thursday, top leaders 
of  the party were still discuss-
ing the probable candidates 
for the 36 federal constituen-
cies and 72 provincial constit-
uencies of  32 districts. Bal 
Krishna Khand, a member of  
the NC’s Parliamentary 
Board, told the Post that the 
board members have been 
“working round the clock” in 
recent days to finalise the list. 

For the NC, picking candi-
dates has always been a daunt-
ing task given the presence of  
various factions led by senior 
leaders in the party.

Party President Sher 

Bahadur Deuba, senior leader 
Ram Chandra Poudel and 
leaders Krishna Prasad 
Sitaula and Khum Bahadur 
Khadka have their own lists 
of  candidates. Deuba is cer-
tain to contest from 

Dadeldhura district, which 
has remained his constituen-
cy since 1991. While Poudel is 
keen not to leave his 
Tanahun-1 constituency, he is 
likely to face a challenge from 
Govinda Raj Joshi.

Prakash Man Singh’s 
Kathmandu-1 constituency is 
certain.

 Prakash Sharan Mahat and 
Minendra Rijal are set to con-
test from Kathmandu-4 and 
Morang-2 respectively. 

federal and provincial polls

Left alliance close to dividing 
constituencies for leaders 

UML picks FPTP 
contestants for  
32 districts
SAnJeeV giri 
KATHMANDU, OCT 19

A taskforce authorised to 
divide constituencies among 
leaders of  the CPN-UML and 
the CPN (Maoist Centre), 
which have formed an elec-
toral alliance, are finalising 
their candidates for the pro-
vincial and federal polls in 
line with a six-point deal the 
two parties have reached. 

While forming the left 
electoral alliance on October 
3, the two communist forces 
had agreed to share constit-
uencies in 60:40 ratio. 

Leaders claimed that the 
parties have agreed to give 
three chief  ministerial posts 
to the Maoist Centre, which 
has staked claim to 
Provinces 2, 5 and 6. 

In 14 districts of  Province 
1, the Maoist Centre is likely 
to get five seats for federal 
polls. There are 28 constitu-
encies in Province 1. In 
Provinces 2 and 6, the par-
ties are learnt to have agreed 
to divide constituencies in 
50:50 ratio. In Province 7, 
which has 16 seats, the UML 
is likely to get 11 seats. Talks 
were going on to arrive at a 
conclusion for Provinces 3, 4 
and 5.  

The division of  constitu-
encies by the taskforce will 
now be discussed by the 
UML Standing Committee. 

Top leaders of  both the par-
ties, including Maoist 
Centre Chairman Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal and UML 
Chairman KP Oli, will also 
discuss the list prepared by 
the taskforce before finalis-
ing it. 

“A meeting of  the task-
force until late Wednesday 
night has more or less final-
ised the constituencies for 
the two parties,” UML leader 
Bishnu Rijal said. 

The UML, however, has 
already finalised the list of  
its FPTP candidates for the 
first phase of  federal polls 
which will take place on 
November 26. According to 
Rijal, FPTP candidates for 
parliamentary polls for 52 
constituencies were recom-
mended unanimously.
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RastRiya samachaR samiti
Kathmandu, Oct 19

On the third day of  the 
Yamapanchak, Laxmi, the 
Goddess of  wealth, was 
worshipped with jubilation 
and various religious ritu-
als throughout the country 
on Thursday evening in 
accordance with time hon-
oured tradition. 

Laxmi Puja was celebrat-
ed in every household on 
Thursday to mark the third 
day of  the five-day Tihar 
festival –also known as the 
festival of  lights – by light-
ing butter lamps and can-
dles inside and outside of  
the households to light up 
the path of  Goddess Laxmi 
in order to welcome her. 

Nepali Hindus worship 
Goddess Laxmi and their 
wealth in the evening wish-
ing for prosperity. 

All the nooks and cor-
ners of  the house, including 
the courtyard and rooms, 
are illuminated with col-
ourful and decorative lights 

in the evening. It is believed 
that Goddess Laxmi does 
not visit places that are not 
properly illuminated. 
People light lamps and 
spend the whole night in 
vigil to please the goddess. 

After the worship rituals, 
women of  every household 
beat the Nanglo (a large 
bamboo straw woven plate) 
and enter the house from 
the courtyard to appease 
the goddess and by wishing 
prosperity to enter their 
homes. 

As per the scriptures Sri 
Sukta hymn is recited after 
worshipping Laxmi and a 
coconut, a favourite fruit of  
the goddess, is offered to 
her. The night of  Laxmi 
Puja is also known as ‘the 
Night of  Bliss’. Cultural 
programmes as ‘Deusi’ and 
‘Bhailo’ are held during the 
day. Girls in groups visit 
door-to-door in settlements 
singing the Bhailo songs. 
The house-owners offer 
gifts of  Selroti, rice grains 
and money to these girls.

Laxmi Puja observed 
across country 

Colourful celebrations of Tihar
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Maoist Centre 
to get ‘56’ fed 
House seats
POst REPORt
Kathmandu, Oct 19

The leftist alliance of  the 
CPN-UML and the CPN 
(Maoist Centre) has almost 
finalised seat-sharing for the 
upcoming provincial and fed-
eral elections, party leaders 
engaged in choosing the can-
didates have said.

Seat allocation between the 
two parties was expected to be 
over on Wednesday. A meeting 
of  the taskforce was close to 
consensus on Thursday on the 
seat ratio for both the parties, 
a member said. The team has 
notified the disputed constitu-
encies to the chairmen of  
their parties for discussion.

UML Chairman KP Oli and 
Maoist Centre chief  Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal will finalise the 
arrangements. The Maoists 
are likely to get 56 out of  the 
165 first-past-the-post seats of  
federal parliament.

Ex-MPs get red passport 
submission deadline
POst REPORt
Kathmandu, Oct 19

The Parliament Secretariat 
has urged all the parliamen-
tarians who completed their 
tenure recently to return dip-
lomatic passports within 15 
days from their last meeting, 
which took place last Friday.

There are concerns about 
possible misuse of  diplomatic 
passports by unauthorised 
people to obtain visa as the 
red travel documents are  
distinguished from the  
official and ordinary pass-
ports. There have been  
some incidents in the past of  
MPs “selling” diplomatic 
passports for millions of  
rupees apiece.

Almost all of  the 592 mem-
bers of  the second Constituent 

Assembly had obtained the 
diplomatic passport consid-
ered as a privileged docu-
ment.

Parliament Secretariat 
Spokesperson Bharat Guatum 

said they have written to all 
the outgoing lawmakers to 
submit their passports.

Some of  the parliamentari-
ans have already handed  
back the documents. Gautam, 
however, said it is not easy 
now to misuse such passports 
as a supporting letter from  
the secretariat is required 
before foreign embassies 
issue visa on them.

The Department of  
Passports said it has not 
received any passport from 
lawmakers. Ram Kaji Khadka, 
director general of  the depart-
ment, said his office had not 
received any passport from 
lawmakers or the secretariat. 
Unlike handwritten passports 
in the past, Khadka said, it 
would be impossible to change 
photos on the machine reada-

ble passport even if  the docu-
ments reach unauthorised 
people due to security fea-
tures such as bar code.

According to the Passport 
Act, the President, Vice 
President, prime minister, 
chief  justice, speaker, deputy 
speaker, deputy prime  
minister, ministers, opposi-
tion leader, vice-chairman  
of  the National Planning 
Commission, state minister, 
vice chancellors of  state insti-
tutions, judges of  the supreme 
court, chief  and members  
of   the Constitutional Council, 
attorney general, chief  secre-
tary, chief  of  the Army  
staff, chief  justices of  high 
courts, members of  the NPC 
and central bank governor  
are entitled to diplomatic 
passports.

MoFALD, MoFA consult 
over resource-sharing
tiKa R PRaDhaN
Kathmandu, Oct 19

The Ministry of  Federal 
Affairs and Local 
Development (MoFALD) is in 
consultation with the 
Ministry of  Foreign Affairs 
(MoFA) over distribution of  
resources at the local levels.

The decision of  Khumbu 
Pasang Lhamu Rural 
Municipality to charge Rs 
2,000 from every tourist enter-
ing its territory has become 
an eye opener for the govern-
ment on distribution of  
resources. The local level has 
started charging the tourists 
from October 1 despite 
MoFALD request to wait until 
a law pertaining to the issue is 
enacted.

After receiving complaints 
from different sections of  the 
society, especially from the 

tourism sector, MoFALD sent 
a letter on Tuesday, seeking 
Finance Ministry’s opinion 
on the matter.

MoFALD Secretary Dinesh 
Thapaliya said the Local 
Governance Act has stated 
that the province can deter-
mine the rate of  such fees and 
local levels can collect which 
could be distributed among 
the two governments but the 
Inter-governmental Finance 
Management Act has not 
made the distribution of  col-
lecting resources clear.

Government authorities 
fear of  anarchy if  all the local 
levels start follow the suit as 
the Changu Narayan 
Municipality has also started 
charging tourists visiting 
Nagarkot from September 17.

Not only the rural munici-
pality has decided to charge 
the tourists but also refused to 

accept the charges being col-
lected by the Trekkers 
Information Management 
System (TIMS) and the Nepal 
Mountaineering Association. 

NMA Treasurer Sudarshan 
Neupane said the association 
had requested the govern-
ment to resolve the issue 
immediately. “Tourism sector 
would be devastated if  such 
incidents continue,” he said.

The NMA collects $125 per 
summiteer, of  which 20 per-
cent would be spent on local 
development, 10 percent on 
environment protection and 5 
percent on rescue works. 
There are 13 local councils 
around Annapurna Circuit--
one of  the best trekking desti-
nations. “If  each of  them 
starts charging Rs2,000 from 
each trekker it would have a 
detrimental effect on Nepal’s 
tourism,” warned Neupane.

n 1) A devotee garlands a cow as he worships the animal on the day of Laxmi Puja at Sanepa in Kathmandu on Thursday. 2) Mount Machhapuchhre is seen in the backdrop of marigold flowers in Masbar, Pokhara. 3) Roadside vendors sell fruits that are essential Puja items for Tihar, in the 
Capital on Thursday. 4) A rangoli at the Kantipur Media Group Office in Thapathali, Kathmandu. 5) Garlands being sold in Kathmandu. 6) Items for Deepawali for sale at a bazaar in Inaruwa, Sunsari. 7) A vendor has a rest near brooms piled for sale at a roadside in the Capital on Thursday.
  Post PHotos: sanJog ManandHar, PraKasH CHandra tiMiLsena, BHiM gHiMire and LeeLa BaLLav gHiMire
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remembering mahakavi

n A man offers garland to the bust of Mahakavi (Great Poet) Laxmi Prasad Devkota to commemorate his 109th birth anniversary in Nawalpur, Hetauda, on Thursday. Since 
Devkota was born on the night of Laxmi Puja on November 12. 1909, many people continue to observe his birth anniversary on the auspicious day.     Post Photo: PRAtAP BIstA

NEA to take 
lead to promote 
electric vehicles

CHANDAN KUMAR MANDAL
KATHMANDU, OCT 19

The Nepal Electricity 
Authority, the state-owned 
power utility, has said it will 
soon start plan charging sta-
tions at different parts of  the 
Capital in the first phase to 
facilitate promotion of  elec-
tric vehicles. 

Initially, such charging sta-
tions will be established near 
the NEA central office in 
Ratna Park and other suitable 
locations, which are yet to be 
fixed.

NEA Spokesperson Prabal 
Adhikari said the proposed 
plan was inspired by the 
improving energy generation 
in the country and the vision 
to promote electric vehicles 
culture. 

“We will be having energy 
surplus from this monsoon 
once the Upper Tamakoshi 
Hydropower Project starts 
producing electricity. 
Similarly, there have been sev-
eral power purchase agree-
ments of  about 3,500MW,” said 
Adhikari, adding:  “With 
these available resources, we 
will also have a situation of  
surplus energy. One option 
can be cross-border energy 
trade. The second option is 
consumption of  the energy 
within the country. For this, 
promotion of  electric vehicles 
among others can be useful in 
many ways.”

Upon completion in 2018, 
the Upper Tamakoshi 
Hydropower Project will be 
supplying 456MW to the 
national grid. 

The NEA team under the 
leadership of  Kul Man 
Ghising, is working on differ-
ent models to create a condu-
cive environment for encour-
aging people to switch to elec-
tric vehicles. 

Besides setting up electric 
vehicles charging stations, the 
NEA has said it will also pur-
chase electric vehicles for its 
offices. 

“Just setting up the vehicle 
charging stations will not be 
enough. We have to lead by 
example to promote electric 
vehicles in the country,” said 
Adhikari. 

“The government has to 
make some policy interven-
tion to promote electric vehi-
cles throughout the country. 
The NEA has taken the lead to 
encourage the public to opt 
electric vehicles, which is ben-
eficial environmentally and 
economically,” he added.

Currently, the proposed 
plan is under documentation. 

The process will be stepped 
up after the festivals are over. 

The NEA is also seeking 
suggestions from experts for 
its project as the project is one 
of  a kind in the country, offi-
cials said.   

The power utility’s step can 
also boost the recently table 

proposal in Parliament seek-
ing to completely ban sell and 
distribution of  fossil fuel-run 
vehicles by 2027 in the 
Kathmandu valley. 

The proposal, registered by 
Nepali Congress leader and 
former minister and parlia-
mentarian Gagan Thapa, 
aims to impose a ban on sale 
of  fossil fuel-run vehicles in 
the Valley by 2027, followed by 
countrywide ban by 2031. 

The proposal urges the gov-
ernment to promote electric 
vehicles by providing  
subsidies and effectively 
implement available policies 
that support use of  electric 
vehicles. 

The country has already 
endorsed the Environment-
friendly Vehicle and 
Transport Policy (2014) that 
aims to reduce green house 
gases emission from the trans-
port sector and increase the 
share of  electric vehicles up 
to 20 per cent by 2020. 

“The first phase of  the plan 
will be concentrated on public 
awareness and urging the gov-
ernment to come up with 
favourable policies that will 
encourage the public to use 
electric vehicles. Currently, 
we are spending billions of  
rupees on petroleum product 
imports and polluting envi-
ronment, which can be con-
trolled largely if  we go for 
electric vehicles,” added 
Adhikari. LIghtenIng 

PRotectIon 
toweRs BuILt In 
MAkwAnPuRgAdhI
POST REPORT
HETAUDA, OCT 19

Three lightening protection 
towers have been constructed 
at Makwanpurgadhi Rural 
Municipality in Makwanpur. 
The towers were jointly built 
by Makwanpurgadhi Rural 
Municipality and USAID in a 
bid to minimise lightening 
related casualties, said Bidur 
Humagain, chairman of  the 
rural municipality.

The towers have been  
constructed at Aambhanjyang, 
Chuwar and Nayagaun. 

After the towers were built, 
the properties and lives have 
not been destroyed, said 
Humagain. 

Earlier, lightening strikes 
in the region used to kill at 
least eight people every year. 
In whole of  Makwanpur, light-
ning incidents had killed  
27 people last year. 

The casualty numbers due 
to lightning in 
Makwanpurgadhi have gone 
down after the towers were 
constructed, Humagain said.

Locals have been given the 
responsibility of  maintaining 
the three towers that protect 
800 households in the region.

Humagain said they 
planned to make the entire 
rural municipality “light-
ning-proof”. 

Complaint box initiative improves 
learning environment at schools
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, OCT 19

The idea of  installing com-
plaint boxes at schools has 
improved the learning envi-
ronment at various public 
schools across the country.  

The Department of  
Education (DoE) with the sup-
port of  Unicef  had initiated 
the project after realising that 
most students were unable to 
report the problems they 
faced in their classrooms to 
their teachers. 

The initiative was formal-
ised with the adoption of  
working procedure for com-
plaint hearing formulated by 
DoE last year. 

With the installation of  
complaint boxes, students can 
now and has been filing writ-
ten complaints on a range of  
issues, including sexual har-
assment, bullying, learning 

experience and school infra-
structure. 

These complaints are heard 
and addressed by a five-mem-
ber committee, led by the 
headmaster of  the concerned 
school, which also includes 
two students. The complaint 
boxes are opened every Friday 
and checked by the designated 
focal person, preferably a 
female teaching staff. 

In case of  a serious case, 
the complaint is forwarded to 
the school management com-
mittee and subsequently to 
the police depending upon the 
severity of  the case.

“There has been a signifi-
cant improvement in learning 
environment of  our school. I 
didn’t like coming to the 
school in the past. These days 
I don’t miss any class,” said 
Aarati Sahani, a seventh grad-
er from Nepal Rastriya 
Aadharbhut School in 

Gardawa, Parsa. 
She claimed that bullying 

incidents had ended at her 
school, thanks to the regular 
complaint hearing process. 

Ram Chandra Yadav, the 
school’s headmaster, said stu-
dents’ dropout and absence 
rate have also lowered after 
the school adopted the com-
plaint box initiative.

“Our teachers are also more 
regular and responsible 
towards their students,” he 
added.

The education officials the 
Post talked to about the initia-
tive said a majority of  com-
plaints were against teachers, 
followed by lack of  school 
infrastructure and sanitation.    

Uddav Raj Yadav, school 
inspector of  Rautahat dis-
trict, said that the complaints 
filed by students were catego-
rised under three priority 
groups based on their urgency 

and addressed accordingly. 
“Complaints concerning 

sanitation and bullying are 
handled by the school’s hear-
ing committee while the com-
plaints against teachers some-
times need to be addressed by 
the meeting of  the school’s 
management committee. 

The cases like sexual har-
assment and violence are 
dealt with the support from 
the local administration 
mainly the women and chil-
dren cell of   police,” Uddav 
Raj said.

DoE Director Deepak 
Sharma said the department 
was evaluating the impact of  
the complaint box initiative 
and collecting feedbacks for 
the revision of  the guidelines. 

“We have seen positive 
results, but we want to revise 
the working procedure based 
on feedbacks to make it more 
effective,” Sharma said.

‘heALth 
InsuRAnce BILL 
My MAjoR 
AchIeveMent’
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, OCT 19

CPN (Maoist Centre) leader 
Giriraj Mani Pokhrel said on 
Thursday that one of  his 
achievements during his 
80-day tenure as the health 
minister was endorsement of  
the Health Insurance Bill 
from Parliament.

Pokhrel in the capacity of  
the health minister had on 
October 10 tabled the Health 
Insurance Bill, which envi-
sions universal health care, in 
Parliament for endorsement.

The Maoist minister was 
stripped of  his health minis-
try portfolio on Tuesday after 
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur 
Deuba reshuffled his Cabinet. 

According to Pokhrel, a 
taskforce has been already 
formed to formulate regula-
tions to immediately  
implement the health insur-
ance programme across the 
country. 

“This model of  health 
insurance in Nepal is based 
on social justice. The impor-
tant part of  this programme is 
equity. The decision of  the 
premium for the insurance 
will be based on the income of  
households,” said Pokhrel. 
“The government will pay 
premium for those poor peo-
ple who can’t pay it.”

The Health Insurance Bill 
has already been signed into 
law by President Bidya Devi 
Bhandari. Though the bill was 
endorsed during Pokhrel’s 
tenure as the health minister, 
Nepali Congress leader  
Gagan Thapa had played an 
instrumental role in passing 
the bill. Thapa as the health 
minister also had pushed for 
the bill. 

Pokhrel said endorsement 
of  the Rapti Health Sciences 
Academy Bill was yet another 
achievement of  his as the 
health minister.

Balgopaleshwor Temple to remain 
closed this Bhai Tika as well
POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, OCT 9

The Balgopaleshwor temple, 
which used to open for the 
public only on the day of  Bhai 
Tika during the Tihar festival, 
will remain closed this year as 
well.

The temple, in the middle 
of  the Rani Pokhari, was  
damaged in the April 25, 2015 
earthquake. 

The temple will not be 
opened for the third year since 
the earthquake. 

The temple used to be open 
once a year on the day of  Bhai 
Tika before the earthquake. 
Those who do not have  
brothers or sisters offer 
prayers at the temple. 

Before the temple was 
destroyed by the quake, over 
3,000 people used to visit  
the temple on the day of  Bhai 
Tika, according to Gyanendra 
Karki, spokesperson for  

the Kathmandu Metropolitan 
City (KMC), which manages 
the historic structure. 

“The temple construction is 

yet to be completed, hence it 
will remain closed during 
Bhai Tika this year as well,” 
said Karki. 

According to officials at the 
KMC, the statue of  
Balgopaleshwor, one of  the 
manifestations of  the lord 
Shiva, has been kept in  
the National Chhauni 
Museum since the earth-
quake.

The temple construction 
was supposed to be completed 
a year ago, but rebuilding 
works had to be halted  
following controversy over 
the use of  construction  
materials, with culture 
experts and even the UN  
culture agency expressing  
its concern about use of  
cement and concrete to build 
the structure of  historic and 
religious significance. 

The temple construction 
responsibility then was hand-
ed over to the Department of  
Archaeology in October last 
year.

The temple was built by 
king Pratap Malla in 1970. 

7 killed, 24 injured in 
separate road accidents
POST REPORT
DOTI, OCT 19 

At least seven persons died 
and 24 others were injured, 
some seriously, in separate 
road accidents in Doti, 
Nawalparasi and Sunsari dis-
tricts on Thursday. 

A passenger bus swerved 
off  the road and fell some 150 
metres at Baddikedra Rural 
Municipality in Doti, killing 
three persons and injuring 21 
others. The vehicle (Na 3 Kha 
5648) was heading to Dhangadi 
from Attarkada carrying 24 
passengers. 

Police identified the 
deceased as Jagadish Chand, 

Nirmala Pun Magar and 
Pushpa Kumari Jethara of  
Baddikedar-4. The injured 
have been taken to Dhangadi 
for treatment, said police. The 
fatal crash happened along 
the rural road which is known 
as Bogatan road. The road 
stretch that was obstructed 
during rainy season came  
into operation only a few 
weeks ago. 

In Nawalparasi, two per-
sons died when a speeding 
motorcycle hit a stationary 
truck at Danda along the East-
West Highway on Thursday 
morning. According to the 
District Traffic Police Office, 
Prakash Mahato and Anil 

Mahato of  Madhyabindu 
Municipality-6 died in the 
incident. 

Seriously injured Mahato 
duo died while undergoing 
treatment at Purano Medical 
College in Bharatpur. 

Similarly, two persons died 
in separate road mishaps in 
Sunsari district. Puntosh 
Chaudhary of  Duhabi 
Bhaluwa-4 died when a truck 
with an Indian registration 
number hit his motorcycle. 
Two others who were riding 
the same bike sustained inju-
ries. Likewise, Upen Ghimire 
of  Ramdhuni-4 died when two 
motorcycles collided in 
Itahari Sub-metropolis-17.

Says will start by installing charging stations at  
different parts of Kathmandu in the first phase

n The Balgopaleshwor temple, which was one of the many heritage 
sites to suffer damage in the 2015 quake, is closed for reconstruction.  
 Post fILe Photo
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Obama returns to political arena
Barack Obama is returning to the political arena 
for the first time in months after keeping a low 

profile and avoiding direct confrontation with his 
White House successor.The 56-year-old former 

president is scheduled to attend campaign rallies in 
New Jersey and Virginia on Thursday to support 
Democratic party candidates for governor.

G7 to put squeeze on Net giants
Tech giants including Google, Facebook and 
Twitter will come under pressure in Italy this week 
to go further and faster in helping G7 powers tack-
le the ever-greater threat of extremists online. A 
two-day meet of G7 interior ministers, which kicks 
off in Italy on Thursday, comes just days after 
US-backed forces took full control of Raqa in Syria.

Ardern to be next NZ premier
New Zealand’s next prime minister will be Jacinda Ardern, 
whose Labour party won the support of a small national-
ist party to form the government, spelling big changes 
for a small but open economy, whose currency hit a 
4-1/2-month low on the news. Labour indicated it 
would pursue plans to prioritise an effort to ban for-
eign ownership of certain types of housing.

15,000 under 
fives die from 
preventable 
illnesses each 
day: UN
NEW DELHI: Despite a dra-
matic fall in the infant 
mortality rate, 15,000 
children aged under five 
still die each day around 
the world from preventa-
ble diseases, a UN report 
said on Thursday. The 
report warned that 
because some African 
and South Asian coun-
tries are lagging behind 
in giving better treat-
ment, more than 60 mil-
lion young children will 
die between now and 
2030 from illnesses that 
can be cured. In 2016, an 
estimated 5.6 million 
children died before 
reaching their fifth birth-
day, said the UN 
Children’s Fund (Unicef), 
the World Health 
Organisation and the 
World Bank in the 
report. That marks a 
huge fall from 12.6 mil-
lion deaths in 1990. But 
the agencies said the 
15,000 under-five deaths 
each day is still “an intol-
erably high number”. 
Pneumonia, diarrhoea 
and malaria top the list 
of  child killers that can 
be prevented. But the 
report said malnutrition, 
which can leave children 
more vulnerable to 
severe diseases, played a 
role in half  the deaths. 
Sub-Saharan Africa has 
the highest infant mor-
tality rate with an aver-
age 79 deaths for every 
1,000 births in 2016. But 
India had the highest toll 
in numbers with more 
than 850,000 deaths while 
Nigeria came second at 
more than 450,000. 

‘Myanmar army 
accountable in 
Rohingya crisis’
WASHINGTON: US 
Secretary of  State Rex 
Tillerson said on 
Wednesday the United 
States held Myanmar’s 
military leadership 
responsible for its harsh 
crackdown on the 
Rohingya Muslim minor-
ity. Tillerson, however, 
stopped short of  saying 
whether the United 
States would take any 
action against Myan-
mar’s military leaders 
over an offensive that 
has driven over 500,000 
Rohingya out of  the 
country. The US has 
worked hard to establish 
close ties with 
Myanmar’s civilian-led 
government led by Nobel 
laureate and former dis-
sident Aung San Suu Kyi 
in the face of  competi-
tion from China. “The 
world can’t just stand 
idly by and be witness to 
the atrocities that are 
being reported in the 
area,” he said. (AGENcIES)
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Agence FrAnce-Presse
TOKYO, OcT 19

Scientists at Japan’s space agency 
have discovered a huge moon  
cave that could one day house a 
base that would shelter astronauts 
from dangerous radiation and wild 
temperature swings, officials said 
on Thursday.

Data taken from Japan’s 
SELENE lunar orbiter has con-
firmed the existence of  the 50 kilo-
metre (31 miles) long and 100 metre 
wide cavern that is believed to be 
lava tube created by volcanic activ-
ity about 3.5 billion years ago.

The major finding was published 
this week in US science magazine 
Geophysical Research Letters.

“We’ve known about these loca-
tions that were thought to be lava 
tubes...but their existence has not 
been confirmed until now,” Junichi 
Haruyama, a researcher at the 

Japan Aerospace Exploration 
Agency, told AFP on Thursday.

The underground tunnel, locat-
ed under an area called the Marius 

Hills, would help protect astro-
nauts from huge swings in temper-
ature and damaging radiation that 
they would be exposed to on the 

moon’s surface, he added.
“We haven’t actually seen the 

inside of  the cave itself  so there 
are high hopes that exploring it 
will offer more details,” Haruyama 
said. The announcement comes 
after Japan in June revealed ambi-
tious plans to put an astronaut on 
the Moon around 2030.

That was the first time the agen-
cy had said it aimed to send an 
astronaut beyond the International 
Space Station.

The idea is to first join a Nasa-
led mission in 2025 to build a space 
station in the moon’s orbit, as part 
of  a longer-term effort by Nasa to 

reach Mars. The US also 
announced the country is commit-
ted to send astronauts to the moon.

“We will return American astro-
nauts to the moon, not only to 
leave behind footprints and flags, 
but to build the foundations we 
need to send Americans to Mars 
and beyond,” US Vice President 
Mike Pence said this month.

China and India are also devel-
oping their space programmes.

In November, China’s 
Shenzhou-11 spacecraft returned to 
Earth, bringing home two astro-
nauts from the rising power’s long-
est-ever orbital mission.

Beijing has also unveiled illus-
trations of  a Mars probe and rover 
it aims to send to the Red Planet at 
the end of  the decade.

Nasa and other global space 
agencies are working hard on  
sending astronauts to Mars  
by the 2030s.

Huge cave found on moon, could house astronauts
JA PA N ES E  D I SCOV E RY

Spain moves to 
suspend Catalan 
autonomy 
reuters
MADRID, OcT 19

Spain said on Thursday it  
will press ahead with sus-
pending Catalonia’s autono-
my after the region’s leader 
warned he may declare inde-
pendence, heralding an 
unprecedented escalation of  
the country’s worst political 
crisis in decades.

The central government in 
Madrid had given separatist 
leader Carles Puigdemont 
until 10:00 am (0800 GMT) on 
Thursday to say whether or 
not he was declaring a breaka-
way state in the semi-autono-
mous region following a cha-
otic referendum on October 1.

Prime Minister Mariano 
Rajoy had warned he would 
trigger Article 155 of  Spain’s 
constitution—a never-be-
fore-used measure allowing it 
to impose direct rule over the 
wealthy northeastern 
region—unless Puigdemont 
backed down.

There are fears that such a 
move, allowing the govern-
ment to potentially suspend 
Puigdemont’s government 
and take over its police force, 
could spark unrest in a region 
where even Catalans who 
oppose independence cherish 
their autonomy highly.

Puigdemont responded 
Thursday that Catalan law-
makers could vote to declare 
secession unilaterally if  
Madrid triggers Article 155.

“If  the central government 
persists in preventing dia-
logue and continuing repres-
sion, Catalonia’s parliament 
could proceed... to vote for a 
formal declaration of  inde-
pendence,” he wrote in a letter 
to Rajoy, adding that a cryptic 

“suspended” independence 
declaration he issued last 
week did not amount to break-
ing away.

The government hit back 
by saying it intends to push on 
with triggering Article 155—a 
process that would take sever-
al days—to “restore legality” 
in the region.

It called an emergency cabi-
net meeting for Saturday to 
specify how it will take con-
trol over the region.

The Catalonia crisis has 
worried investors and added 
to the woes of  a European 
Union already grappling with 
Brexit.

Catalonia’s 7.5 million resi-
dents have their own language 
and culture but are divided on 
whether to break away from 
the rest of  Spain.

Puigdemont says his 
regional administration has a 

mandate to declare independ-
ence from what he says was a 
90-percent “Yes” vote on 
October 1, marred by a 
heavy-handed police crack-
down on voters.

But turnout was given as 
only 43 percent. Many voters 
who oppose independence 
stayed away from a referen-
dum that had been declared 
illegal by Spain’s 
Constitutional Court.

Madrid had on Wednesday 
offered the separatists a 
potential last-minute way out 
of  the crisis by proposing 
fresh regional elections. A 
government source told AFP 
that would allow the region to 
“return to legality”.

Elections sanctioned by 
Madrid—unlike the referen-
dum—would allow Catalan 
voters to have a say on how to 
move forward.

Tillerson calls for India  
relations to counter China
Agence FrAnce-Presse
WASHINGTON, OcT 19

The United States vowed 
Wednesday to work with India 
in preference to China over 
the next century to promote a 
“free and open” Asia-Pacific 
region led by prosperous 
democracies.

Secretary of  State Rex 
Tillerson delivered his unex-
pectedly sharp message to 
Beijing on the same day 
President Xi Jinping opened 
the Communist Party con-
gress.

His upbeat speech was 
designed to set the stage for a 
visit next week to China’s 
main Asian rival India, and to 
lay out a vision for a 100-year 
“strategic partnership” 
between Washington and New 
Delhi.

But President Donald 
Trump’s chief  diplomat also 
took the opportunity to com-
pare the United States and 
India—the world’s “two great-
est democracies”—with 
China, which he said was 
undermining the “rules-based 
international order.”

Coming on the day Xi 
opened a party congress 
designed to further secure his 
long-term control of  what is 
already one of  the most pow-
erful Chinese presidencies in 
history, Tillerson’s address 
will be seen as provocative.

After the speech, reporters 
asked a senior State 
Department official whether 
it had been intended as a 
warning or a rebuke to China. 
“It’s a speech that was 
designed for many audienc-

es,” he said, smiling. “The fact 
that he mentioned China is 
obviously built into the 
speech,” he said, speaking on 
condition of  anonymity. “But 
this is a speech, obviously, 
that we hope all countries in 
the Indo-Pacific region will 
take to heart.”

Washington and Delhi have 
been building stronger ties for 
some time, but Tillerson made 
one of  the clearest cases that 
the “shared values” underpin-
ning the relationship make 
India and the United States 
ideal partners.

As such, the speech also 
amounted to a warning to 
great power rival China that 
Washington will build region-
al alliances to counter its 
ever-growing power, while 
promoting free trade and open 
sea lanes. 

“The United States and 
India are increasingly global 
partners with growing strate-
gic convergence,” he said.

“Indians and Americans 
don’t just share an affinity for 
democracy. We share a vision 
of  the future,” he said, pro-
jecting the relationship into 
the next 100 years.

Promising greater prosperi-

ty and security in a “free and 
open Indo-Pacific,” Tillerson 
did push India—which has its 
own range of  protectionist 
laws—to open up its borders 
to more regional and US trade.

But his harshest words 
were for China, the Asian eco-
nomic behemoth and the near-
est rival to India’s huge popu-
lation or to the United States’ 
still world-leading economy.

“China, while rising along-
side India, has done so less 
responsibly, at times under-
mining the international, 
rules-based order,” Tillerson 
chided. “China’s provocative 
actions in the South China 
Sea directly challenge the 
international law and norms 
that the United States and 
India both stand for.”

The senior US official, 
briefing reporters to flesh out 
the themes of  the speech, said 
the idea of  a “New Pacific” is 
a priority for both Trump and 
Tillerson. In more concrete 

terms this would mean a four-
way arrangement of  
Australia, India, Japan and 
the United States to “anchor” 
the huge region and set stand-
ards for trade and security. 
Implicitly, this would exclude 
China.

As it has slowly emerged as 
a powerful, economy India 
has avoided entangling alli-
ances, preferring to maintain 
cautious relations with both 
Washington and Beijing, but 
Trump has built warm rela-
tions with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

“The secretary of  state 
spends a lot of  time dealing 
with problems. India is an 
opportunity,” the senior offi-
cial said.

Tillerson noted the Indian 
navy now flies the American 
P-8 surveillance aircraft 
alongside US forces, and 
promised to help India in 
developing a carrier-born 
strike force.

diwali for peace

n People light lamps as they make a formation of a peace symbol during the Diwali celebrations in Chandigarh, India.  REUTERS

n A clock on City Hall in Sant Jaume square, in front of the regional 
government headquarters the Generalitat, is seen at ten o’clock, the 
final deadline set by Spain’s government for Catalan President Carles 
Puigdemont to retract an ambiguous declaration of independence, in 
Barcelona, Spain, on Thursday.  REUTERS

Data taken from Japan’s SELENE 
lunar orbiter has confirmed the 
existence of the 50 km long and 

100 metre wide cavern

Pak anti-graft 
court indicts 
ex-PM Sharif 
reuters
ISLAMABAD, OcT 19

A Pakistani anti-corruption 
court on Thursday indicted 
ousted Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif  and his daughter over 
allegations linked to owner-
ship of  London properties, 
opening a trial that could see 
the former leader jailed.

The Sharifs have called the 
corruption proceedings 
against them a conspiracy, 
hinting at intervention by the 
powerful military, but oppo-
nents have hailed it as a rare 
example of  the rich and pow-
erful being held accountable.

Sharif, 67, resigned in July 
after the Supreme Court dis-
qualified him from holding 
office over an undeclared 
source of  income, but the vet-
eran leader maintains his 
grip on the ruling Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) party.

A Reuters witness in court 
said Sharif, his daughter 
Maryam, as well as her hus-
band Muhammad Safdar, had 
all been indicted by the court 
of  the anti-corruption agency, 
the National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB).

They all pleaded not guilty. 
Maryam and Safdar were 
present in court, but Sharif, 
who was prime minister twice 
in the 1990s, sent a representa-
tive while he tends to his ail-
ing wife in Britain as she 
undergoes cancer treatment.

Outside the court, Maryam 
again hinted at military inter-
ference in the judicial process 
by saying the trial was “a 

repeat of  1999”, the year her 
father was toppled in a mili-
tary coup led by former army 
chief  Pervez Musharraf.

“These courts aren’t new 
for me. It has happened in 
1999,” Maryam added, without 
elaborating. It is not clear if  
she was comparing the trial to 
the 1999 coup, or subsequent 
corruption accusations and 
investigations that Musharraf  
ordered into Sharif.

Sharif ’s disqualification 
stemmed from the Panama 
Papers leaks in 2016 that 
appeared to show that his 
daughter and two sons owned 
offshore holding companies 
registered in the British 
Virgin Islands and used them 
to buy posh flats in London.

The Supreme Court initial-
ly declined to dismiss Sharif  
but ordered an investigation 
into his family’s wealth.

A separate Supreme Court-
appointed panel said the fami-
ly’s wealth did not match its 
income, and accused Maryam 
and her brothers of  signing 
forged documents to obscure 
ownership of  offshore compa-
nies used to buy the  
London flats.

BHUBANESWAR (India): 
Flames swept through an 
illegal firecracker work-
shop in the eastern 
Indian state of  Odisha on 
Wednesday, killing at 
least six people, police 
said. 

The fire broke out as 
workers were making 
crackers for Thursday’s 
celebrations of  Diwali, 
the Hindu festival of  
lights, district police 
chief  Niti Shekhar told 
Reuters. The blaze 
injured seven others, 
leaving some with seri-
ous burns, he said. (Afp)

SIX dIE IN INdIA 
fIREcRAckER 

wORkShOp blAZE

BEIJING: China said on 
Thursday it hopes the 
United States can abandon 
its bias and see China objec-
tively, following US 
Secretary of  State Rex 
Tillerson’s call for a broad-
er alliance to check instanc-
es of  Beijing’s “disadvanta-
geous” influence in Asia.

Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Lu 
Kang told reporters China 
steadfastly upheld the 
international order with 

the United Nations at the 
core. Tillerson said on 
Wednesday ahead of  a visit 
to India the Trump admin-
istration wants to “dramati-
cally deepen” cooperation 
with New Delhi, adding US 
seeks constructive relations 
with China but will not 
shrink from instances 
where China “subverts the 
sovereignty of  neighbour-
ing countries and disadvan-
tages the US” and its 
friends. (REUTERS)

Beijing says hopes US can abandon bias

n Rex Tillerson

n Nawaz Sharif



T
he newly formed communist alliance 
developed a crack almost immediately 
with Baburam Bhattarai’s decision to 
pull out after not getting due respect 
and share in the distribution of   

electoral constituencies among the  
coalition partners. The incident has 
watered down the wishful thinking of  
many who had seen a grand alliance of  
communists emerging after the dramatic 
announcement by the CPN-UML, CPN 
(Maoist Centre) and Naya Shakti Party 
Nepal on October 3 that they would be con-
testing the forthcoming elections jointly 
and subsequently forming a single party. 

Even though efforts had been  
going on for quite some time to convince 
the Maoist Centre to desert its coalition 
with the Nepali Congress (NC), heavy con-
sultations were made under pressure to 
meet internal and external designs. To 
some, forming a single party after  
the election was really a distant goal.  
It was reported that during the  
Maoist Centre’s politburo meeting and 
political training on September 7, its  
chairman PK Dahal ‘Prachanda’ had 
admitted that the decision to forge an  
alliance with the UML was the result of  
‘extreme pressure and compulsion’.

Time will tell
Undoubtedly, the loss or benefit of  the alli-
ance will be shown by the election results. 
Primarily, it seems that the NC has been 
caught off  guard as it was unaware of  the 
serious parleys taking place between its 
coalition partner Maoist Centre and the 
UML. This indeed will have a ripple effect 

on the current political landscape as the 
present Legislature-Parliament has been 
dissolved as per provisions in the constitu-
tion. Since parliamentary and provincial 
assembly elections are to take place simul-
taneously on November 26 and December 
7, the NC seems to be desperate to form a 
broad democratic coalition to counter the 
left alliance. 

Interestingly, a year ago, after UML chief  
KP Sharma Oli refused to let Prachanda 
head their coalition government, he had 
walked out to form another coalition with 
the NC and become the prime minister 
under the condition that he would step 
down after local elections. Prachanda 
paved the way for the changing of  the 
guard by resigning as prime minister after 
the first phase of  local elections without 
waiting for the second phase. The Indian 
prime minister appreciated the move and 
so did the Indian foreign minister during 
her last visit to Kathmandu. She had con-
gratulated the present alliance explicitly. 

Curiously, during the third phase of  

local polls which were held in Province 2 
on September 18 to allow Rastriya Janata 
Party Nepal to participate, Madhesis swept 
the vote. The UML came a distant fifth 
compared to the top position it had 
achieved in four out of  the six provinces. 
The breaking and making of  coalitions is 
nothing surprising in politics. However, it 
is significant in the present context with 
elections coming up. It was, definitely not 
an ordinary decision by the UML and 
Maoist Centre to set aside their past differ-
ences simply to contest elections. It seems 
each of  them has their own goals in mind. 

Obvious benefits
Naya Shakti has fared the worst in the 
recent local elections, and it naturally 
hoped to gain electorally. Since most of  
Bhattarai’s comrades have deserted him 
and joined the parent Maoist Centre, he 
was forced to join the alliance to regain his 
old position. The Maoist Centre decided to 
join the alliance to benefit from the elec-
tions as it had sunk to third place in the 

second Constituent Assembly, from being 
the largest party in the first one. It is also 
vital for Prachanda to win to ensure his 
crucial role in the future. Moreover, the 
party is always scared of  being tried for its 
wartime crimes, and it wants to remain in 
power to avoid punishment both inside and 
outside the country. Lastly, its chairman 
himself  has confirmed that he bowed down 
to pressure to forge the alliance. 

Some reasons for the UML to form an 
alliance with the Maoist Centre are obvi-
ous. First, it will head the coalition, which 
it can boast about. Second, the UML chief ’s 
ego will be satisfied with the Maoist Centre 
chairman coming to work with him. Third, 
the UML will receive its support in the 
powerful local level units headed by it. 
Lastly, the UML won significantly more 
seats than the NC during the local elec-
tions but with a narrow margin, which 
makes it shaky for future elections. Hence, 
it forged an alliance with the Maoist Centre 
despite the humiliation of  being ousted 
from government.  

The UML’s decision to form an alliance 
with the Maoist Centre which removed it 
from power is intriguing. The decision 
looks fussy. It must be part of  a long-term 
plan as there might be some external fac-
tors or a common commander to facilitate 
their alliance. Significantly, against the 
common belief  that India had played a 
crucial role in dismantling the UML and 
MC coalition a year ago, and that the pres-
ent government has not been acting in 
favour of  China, the changing of  the guard 
could have been felt by the northern neigh-
bour. This allows China to meet its inter-
est, on the one hand, and repay India in its 
own coin by replacing the government, on 
the other. However, as luck would have it, 
the exercise collapsed due to some internal 
constraints of  the parties and the limited 
time available to execute it due to the  
ensuing elections.

Mishra is a former Election Commissioner

A       
report released by the Ministry of  
Cooperatives and Poverty Alleviation 
(MoCPA) on the occasion of  the 25th 
International day for the Eradication of  
Poverty shed light once again on some alarm-

ing facts. 23.38 percent of  the total population of  
Nepal falls under the poverty line. 

A survey of  1,224,400 households in 25 districts 
found that 391,831 households were living below 
the poverty line. This translates to nearly 400,000 
Nepali households in 25 districts alone in which 
members earn less than a dollar a day, as per the 
United Nation’s definition of  ‘poor’. These 
households have further been classified as ‘gen-
eral poor’, ‘mid-poor’ and ‘extreme poor’, with a 
majority of  the households falling under the 
third category. The government is yet to survey 
households in the remaining 50 districts. 

The survey by the MoCPA employed the Proxy 
Mean Test which, according to the World Bank, 
is a concept where information on households or 
individual characteristics are correlated to wel-
fare levels in a formal algorithm to proxy house-
hold income welfare or need. 

Earlier this year, the government made a 
major policy decision to distribute identification 
cards to designated households living below the 
poverty line. Identification cards will be red, 
yellow or blue depending on the level of  poverty, 
and distribution is pegged to commence shortly 
after Tihar. The government has declared that 
these poor households will be rendered eligible 
for government social security programmes, 
including educational scholarship, health insur-
ance and skill training towards food security 
and self-employment. 

But given the poor record of  the successive 
governments in Nepal in introducing such 
schemes in the past, there is enough room to 
doubt whether the identification card system 
will actually be implemented. The government’s 
plan to introduce a ration card system last year 
to protect the poor from spikes in market prices 
has culminated in nothing concrete. And the bid 
to implement a card system for liquefied petrole-
um gas (LPG) at subsidised rates by Baburam 
Bhattarai’s government in 2011 has also ended in 
a fiasco twice already. So, creating fanfare for 
such schemes without follow through has been a 
trend for our governments. 

The UN has set a goal of  eradicating poverty 
in all forms all across the world by 2030. 
Ambitious though this goal may be, it is not 
unattainable. However, given Nepal’s current 
track record, only time will tell whether this aim 
can be achieved. The UNDP has urged Nepal to 
focus on poverty alleviation programmes that 
are sustainable, inclusive and helpful in build-
ing up resilience among the poor. Combating 
poverty with greater determination should be a 
national priority. The most important means to 
achieving the eradication of  poverty is political 
commitment. 

Far from over
Combating poverty with greater  

determination should be a national priority

Fragile alliance
The ballyhooed coalition may be China’s way of paying India back in its own coinEDITORIAL

BIRENDRA P MISHRA
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Perhaps SMITA SHRESTHA

Women in Nepal are superheroes. 
Rituals such as Nakhtya, bhoj and 
tika require a lot of  work around 
the house. Cooking, cleaning, wor-

shipping—basically all household 
chores—are mostly done by women. 
Different ethnic groups celebrate 
Dashain in various ways, where 
women take the centre stage in fulfill-
ing holiday traditions. Notwithstanding 
the effort put in during religious holi-
days, Nepali women also work in and 
outside the house throughout the year. 

They go to work, prepare food at home, 
tend to family, go out with friends, 
party, take trips, go clubbing etc. Nepali 
women multitask efficiently. There is 
no shackle holding them hostage. They 
take out their scooters or bikes, hitch 
rides on tempos and microbuses, run 
errands, and live a life.

It makes me wonder, what can women 
not do in this rapidly growing country?

The answer, perhaps, lies in dressing 
the way they want. Women have con-
fined by societal expectations when it 
comes to wearing certain types of  
clothing. Nepali society frowns upon 

the donning of  ‘revealing’ clothes in 
public unless they want to be ogled at. 
In hot, humid weather, it is acceptable 
to wear dresses and skirts with leg-
gings, but due to the culture of  ‘decen-
cy’, showing skin is frowned upon. 
Short shorts and 
skirts are thought to 
be provocative.

Personally, I am not 
affected by the stares, and so I continue 
to wear shorts. I do not wear clothes for 
others, and so I still wear shorts when 
it is hot outside. I would rather not 
sweat buckets due to the heat. I prefer 

to wear shorts due to the comfort I get 
from this choice while biking, walking 
and running. However, the stares are a 
nuisance and I am hopeful that they 
will stop. 

Perhaps I am asking for too much in 
the context of  the tra-
ditional gallis and 
toles of  Nepal. The 
stares are less com-

mon once I reach the city, and increase 
as I travel through my tole to my home. 
I usually pretend to look at my cell 
phone to ignore the eyes on me.

Why is showing skin an issue in 

Nepal? Women are capable of  
everything in this developing country. 
Why is showing skin connected to dis-
respect when it is about comfort and 
dealing with the weather, which is out 
of  our hands? I see uncles, dais, bhais 
wearing ganjis and shorts feeling 
refreshed in the hot weather and I feel 
a sense of  unfairness in putting my 
shorts away. 

Shorts are often my last choice, as 
wearing something else makes it easier 
for me to return home. Perhaps, the 
day will come where I will not have to 
make this choice.

postplatform

An anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim party won 
the Austrian elections on Sunday, and its 
leader might form a government with a 
party founded by ex-Nazis. So much for the 

hopes that election results in the Netherlands 
and France hinted that the political tide in 
Europe had turned away from the far right. 
Last month, Alternative for Germany became 
the first far-right party to enter Germany’s 
Parliament since World War II. In Austria, the 
leader of  the victorious People’s Party, 
Sebastian Kurz, 31, has tried to put a fresh, 
young face on his stodgy conservative party. 
But there’s nothing forward-looking about his 
platform, which taps into the fears that the 
90,000 migrants Austria took in from 2015 to 
2016 are siphoning away social benefits from 
hard-working Austrians, and that Muslims 
pose a cultural and security threat. And 
according to preliminary results, the Freedom 
Party, founded by ex-Nazis in the 1950s, was in 
a race for second, with about 26 percent of  the 
vote, to the People’s Party’s more than 31 per-
cent. Like right-wing extremists elsewhere in 
Europe, the Freedom Party enjoys good rela-
tions with people close to President Trump. 
And, like other right-wing European parties, 
it has close ties with President Vladimir Putin 
of  Russia. This presents a challenge to Mr. 
Kurz. “We have to establish a new political 
style in this country,” he told supporters on 
Sunday, “we have to create a new culture.” 

Austria’s past raises its head
There’s nothing forward-looking  

about Kurz’s platform

wORLDvIEw

T
he clamour for change need not always 
be loud. For some such as Dr Govinda 
KC, it involved following a road less 
travelled by going on a hunger strike 
to champion medical education reform 

in Nepal. Such efforts have paved the way 
for transformative steps. For instance, the 
Mathema Committee Report proposes 
changes in health sector reform. Such a step 
has laid the groundwork for change, but 
may not ensure the production of  creative, 
dynamic, team-based and passionate physi-
cians in a dynamic medical landscape.

The churning out of  thousands of  grad-
uates from medical schools over the past 
few decades has translated to the lowering 
of  maternal mortality rates from 1,800 to 
170 and infant mortality rates from 200 to 
46, while life expectancy has increased 
from 32 to 68 between 1950 and 2011. 
However, such progress has come at a 
cost: the high number of  graduates means 
a degraded quality of  education and over-
all medical care. With rapidly evolving 
technology, advancing healthcare econom-
ics and innovation in healthcare delivery, 
today’s medical school curricula need to 
incorporate certain core aspects to keep 
up with constant shifts. There are several 
major components integral to the reform 
and adoption of  innovative approaches in 
medical education.

Proper utilisation of  point-of-care 
resources and simulation-based  
assessment models
Today, evidence-based resources provide 
the backbone for medical learning. 
Medical students, residents and other 
health professionals should be able to nav-
igate and optimise point-of-care resources 
such as Micromedex (to look for drug 
details and dosing), UpToDate (to aid clini-
cal decision), CrowdMed (a platform for 
health professionals, retired clinicians 
and medical students for jointly solving 
complex cases) and First Consult (clinical 
information resource) to make evi-
dence-based decisions for best outcomes. 
Furthermore, trainees should translate the 
latest scientific discoveries published in 
high-impact journals to clinical practice.

The integration of  virtual and augment-

ed realities in medical schools is helping 
students learn from high-resolution 
graphics for the visualisation of  complex 
systems and realistic simulations. For 
instance, an ophthalmic virtual simulator, 
EyeSim, allows medical students to learn 
ocular anatomy, motility, pupil reactivity 
and visual pathways in a virtual patient 
using 3D and virtual reality technologies. 
Similarly, use of  a virtual microscope sys-
tem can teach cellular anatomy and pathol-
ogy to medical students and residents, 
improving engagement and providing 
experimental learning in virtual anatomy 
and pathology lab. Simulators can mimic 
a patient going into cardiac arrest or hav-
ing stroke and allow trainees to improve 
surgical skills in intubation, central line 
insertion, suturing, cataract surgery, lum-
bar puncture skills and colonoscopy. 
Medical schools should avail such tools and 
resources to equip trainees with the knowl-
edge, skills and attitudes integral for the 
delivery of  efficient and effective care.

Flipped classroom model and e-learning
In contrast to the conventional lecture for-
mat, the flipped classroom model lets stu-
dents learn at home through self-study, 
and thereafter helps them engage in teach-
er-facilitated class activities and work-
shops to foster critical thinking and to 
integrate information. Students spend 
more time actively learning through case 
presentations, e-modules, small group  
discussions and workshops, while the 
classroom fosters interprofessional  
participation whereby students critically 
brainstorm cases and sharpen their  
communication skills.

Moreover, access to digital lectures from 
leading global educators, free eLearning 
modules with clinical case examples, and 
3D imaging and video can enhance effec-
tive teaching and learning of  complex  

topics. For instance, MEDSKL and 
NextGenU, are free resources for learning 
the fundamentals of  clinical medicine. 
Medical schools registered under the 
Nepal Medical Council should offer these 
resources and free access to reputable 
journals to their trainees to enhance their 
learning experience.

Health economics and medical  
education research
In order to streamline learning based on 
prevailing conditions, there is a need for 
regular feedback, review and research of  
the educational process to ensure physi-
cian competence. Likewise, while evaluat-
ing the quality of  medical education, we 
routinely need to emphasise out-
comes-driven approaches and assess the 
quality and cost of  care. Medical school 
curricula should move from the inclusion 
of  epidemiology and statistics to perti-
nent healthcare business topics like mar-
keting, finance, computer science and law. 
This will help trainees understand the 
healthcare model and other inherent 
aspects such as knowledge of  public poli-
cy and project management.

Similarly, training on data science and 
behavioural science is relevant to the 
practice of  evidence-based care, and the 
development and application of  algo-
rithms in clinical practice. Medical 
schools should invite guest lecturers from 
fields related to health insurance, phar-
maceuticals, biotech companies, tele-medi-
cine, and law to create an experience that 
students can integrate in their practice. 
Medical students need longitudinal 
research experience attainable through 
collaborations with local or international 
peers, or through pairings with virtual 
mentors to hone their skills in research 
methodology, academic writing and pub-
lishing scientific papers.

Multidisciplinary approach
The modern healthcare workplace will 
include professionals from multiple disci-
plines such as nursing, case management, 
social work, pharmacy, labs and public 
health. Rotations through pharmaceutical 
companies, laboratories, biotech compa-
nies, hospital administration and the min-
istry of  health will provide insights on 
various aspects of  medicine.

Concerted interprofessional prob-
lem-based learning sessions sharpen team 
dynamics, care coordination and commu-
nication skills so as to integrate major 
aspects of  patient care in complex deci-
sions. Similarly, tasking multi-discipli-
nary teams from medicine, pharmacy (for 
medicine reconciliation), labs, engineer-
ing, computer science, law and fine arts to 
develop a conceptual framework for solv-
ing an existing problem, engaging in qual-
ity improvement projects or testing inter-
ventions in hospital and pharmaceutical 
industries will foster group skills.

Enhancing productivity
Medical professionals should feel  
safe and healthy while utilising various 
techniques like self-care, self-awareness 
and coping skills in order to assure high 
quality, comprehensive and patient-fo-
cused care. Modern day medical practice 
must incorporate strategies to secure 
trainees’ mental and physical health by 
encouraging the development of  mindful, 
grateful and reflective behaviour. 
Additionally, periodic lectures on topics 
that have received minimal attention tra-
ditionally such as dietary habits, exercise 
benefits, sleep hygiene, stress reduction, 
and mindfulness should be included in the 
curricula.

Ultimately, focus should shift from tra-
ditional measures of  outcome to valid, 
meaningful and feasible performance 
measures of  training success to continual-
ly improve patient outcomes and foster 
innovation. Graduates should be evaluat-
ed on their ability to deliver quality, eco-
nomically sustainable, patient-oriented 
and value-centred care that aligns with 
Nepal’s health care needs. Physician lead-
ers who undergo profound educational 
experiences will be better equipped to 
deliver. The painstaking push for reforms 
will hopefully bear meaningful results 
that will permanently change the coun-
try’s healthcare landscape.

Bhattarai is a geriatrician, practising 
nephrologist and general secretary of  

Health Foundation Nepal

Focusing on innovation
Today’s medical school curricula need to incorporate core aspects of innovation to ensure quality health care

MANOJ BHATTARAI
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AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT
The timely supply of  fertilisers is 
essential for an increase in agricul-
tural production. The country’s  
paddy production was heavily 
destroyed by floods in the Tarai 
region, which will effect agricultural 
output (‘Farmers likely to face fer-
tiliser shortage in winter’, 
October 16, Money I). Paddy pro-
duction makes a big contribution to 
the country’s Gross Domestic 
Product. The World Bank, 
International Monetary Fund and 
Asian Development Bank have 
revised Nepal’s economic growth 
forecast for the Fiscal Year down-
ward. The agricultural sector will 
perform well only if  there are better 

irrigation facilities and a proper sup-
ply of  insecticides and fertilisers. 
The authorities concerned should 
address these issues.

Umesh Thapa, Kailali

POLITICS SANS ETHICS
After CPN-UML, CPN (Maoist 
Centre) and the Naya Shakti Party 
Nepal declared broader electoral alli-
ances and promised the unification 
of  communist parties, there has been 
cut-throat  competition among politi-
cal parties to form alliances. But all 
alliances seem to be motivated by 
petty vested interests of  winning the 
elections. Naya Shakti Party Nepal’s 
decision to quit the ‘communist’ alli-
ance and forge an electoral alliance 

with Nepali Congress so soon, is a 
crystal clear example (‘Bhattarai 
counts on NC in Gorkha bid’, 
October 16, Page 1).  Bijay Kumar 
Gachhadar’s political history, too, 
clearly shows how hell bent he is on 
winning the election and getting 
ministerial posts. His present alli-
ance with Nepali Congress seems to 
be guided solely by such political 
greed. How can we trust a political 
leader, when he/she immediately 
forms alliances and then subsequent-
ly breaks them if  vested interests are 
not fulfilled? No doubt, in a democra-
cy, people are free to form/join politi-
cal parties and political parties are, 
perhaps, free to form political alli-
ances. However, does the unhealthy 
competition shown by political par-
ties at present really strengthen 
democracy? Doesn’t it lead to the ero-
sion of  people’s faith in political par-
ties? Thus, isn’t it high time that 
Nepal’s political parties realise the 
beauty of  democracy, rise above 
their petty vested interests and 

engage in healthy political competi-
tion while keeping the nation’s devel-
opment at the centre? 

Jiva Nath Lamsal, Kathmandu

TRUMP’S HYPOCRISY
Trump is losing his base. Although 
some of  his die-hard supporters will 
never budge, some of  his core believ-
ers seem to finally see his hypocri-
sies. Trump’s remark that the Border 

Wall would not be on his list of  pri-
orities anymore—a decision he made 
after having dinner with Senate dem-
ocratic majority leader Chuck 
Schumer—had conservative social 
and political commentator Ann 
Coulter, who I would have expected 
to follow Trump to the end, claiming, 
“Now, who wouldn’t want Trump 
impeached”. Which also shows that 
she backed Trump all this time 
because she actually believed in his 
policies and ideas (‘Trump’s mar-
riage to the religious right reeks 
of  hypocrisy’, October 18, Page 
7). After Trump gave in to the demo-
cratic side and betrayed his base by 
going against his most popular slo-
gans, Ann Coulter was utterly disap-
pointed and broke away from Trump. 
What is left of  Trump’s base but 
ultra-right conservative Christians, 
who are so filled with rage and fear 
by today’s realities that they cannot 
and will not accept change? And 
what other choice does Trump have 
but to fuel and serve the remains of  

his base, in order to maintain his 
seat in office? Don’t get me wrong, 
the US is full of  fundamentalists who 
will stand by Trump’s side until the 
approaching apocalypse, as long as 
he keeps shouting what they want to 
hear, because all they want is to feel 
reinforced in their view. I wonder 
how long—or what—it will take for 
the last extreme die-hard Trump sup-
porters to stop supporting him.

Sergiy Guralnik, via email
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D
on’t say that we weren’t warned.

In a September 2015 speech 
before the National Press Club in 
Washington, the Louisiana gover-
nor and Republican presidential 

candidate Bobby Jindal said:
“Donald Trump is dangerous. But 

not in the way you think. Many peo-
ple think he’s dangerous. They say, 
‘Well, you wouldn’t want somebody 
like that with such a hot head with 
his fingers on the nuclear codes.’  
And yeah, that’s certainly true.  
That’s not the real danger. The real 
danger is that ironically Donald 
Trump could destroy America’s 
chance to be great again.”

During the second Republican pres-
idential debate that same month, the 
CNN anchor Jake Tapper referred to 
Jindal’s concern about Trump and 
the nuclear codes, and asked Carly 
Fiorina, “Would you feel comfortable 
with Donald Trump’s finger on the 
nuclear codes?”

Fiorina hemmed and hawed, 
deflected and redirected, doing any-
thing not to say what everyone knew - 
that Trump with the nuclear codes 
was a horrible idea. Jeb Bush also 
cowered when the question was put to 
him. But Rand Paul was forthright 
and forceful, saying:

“I think really there’s a sophomoric 
quality that is entertaining about Mr. 
Trump, but I am worried. I’m very 
concerned about him, having him in 
charge of  the nuclear weapons, 
because I think his response, his vis-
ceral response to attack people on 
their appearance - short, tall, fat, ugly 
- my goodness, that happened in jun-
ior high. Are we not way above that? 
Would we not all be worried to have 
someone like that in charge of  the 
nuclear arsenal?”

During a December 2015 Republican 
debate, Dana Bash, the CNN anchor, 
referred to a statement Ted Cruz 
made on the campaign trail about his 
actual beliefs about Trump and nucle-
ar weapons, saying, “Senator Cruz, 
you have not been willing to attack 
Mr. Trump in public.”

She continued, “But you did ques-
tion his judgment in having control 
of  America’s nuclear arsenal during 
a private meeting with supporters.”

Hillary Clinton warned during the 
campaign, in a foreign policy speech 
in June 2016, “This is not someone 
who should ever have the nuclear 
codes, because it’s not hard to 
imagine Donald Trump leading us 
into a war just because somebody got 
under his very thin skin.”

In July 2016, Tony Schwartz, 
Trump’s ghostwriter for his best-sell-
ing memoir “The Art of  the Deal,” 
revealed to The New Yorker, “I feel a 
deep sense of  remorse that I contrib-
uted to presenting Trump in a way 
that brought him wider attention and 
made him more appealing than he is.”

He continued, “I genuinely believe 
that if  Trump wins and gets the 
nuclear codes, there is an excellent 
possibility it will lead to the end of  
civilization.”

That same month, Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe of  Virginia warned at the 
Democratic National Convention 
about “giving the nuclear codes to a 
man who praises Vladimir Putin and 
Saddam Hussein.”

In August 2016, a Republican repre-
sentative, Richard Hanna of  New 
York, endorsed Hillary Clinton 
because, as he put it: “I think Trump 
is a national embarrassment. Is he 
really the guy you want to have the 
nuclear codes?”

By the time Clinton had her first 
debate against Trump, she had sharp-
ened this nuclear attack line, but 
something about it still felt dull: “A 
man who can be provoked by a tweet 
should not have his fingers anywhere 
near the nuclear codes.”

Something about all these warn-
ings, while true, felt of  another time, 
like they were happening during the 
Cold War, rather than tailored for an 
election about the culture wars. Still, 

a Fox News poll conducted a month 
before the election found that voters 
overwhelmingly trusted Clinton to do 
a better job making decisions about 
using nuclear weapons.

But enough Americans looked past 
these warnings, just as they pushed 
past so many others, to hand Trump 
the election. After all, the nuclear 
question was theoretical and academ-
ic, right? No, it wasn’t.

In fact, after the election, concern 
about Trump controlling our nuclear 
arsenal only congealed.

The worry is so real that in 
January, a Democratic representative, 
Ted Lieu of  California, introduced 
the Restricting First Use of  Nuclear 
Weapons Act, which is designed “to 
prohibit the conduct of  a first-use 
nuclear strike absent a declaration of  
war by Congress.”

In May, The Washington Times 
quoted Senator Ed Markey, Democrat 
of  Massachusetts, as saying, “We  
do not trust him with our nuclear 
weapons arsenal” and “We do not 
want him to use nuclear weapons  
first in the North Korean standoff  - 
not just there in Korea, but all across 
the planet.”

The article also quotes Markey as 
saying of  Trump, “As his comments 
become more erratic and inconsistent 
on the use of  nuclear weapons, we 
think it’s imperative for the United 
States Congress to reclaim its  

constitutional authority to have the 
power to determine whether or not 
these nuclear weapons are used first 
against any country.”

Trump continues his war of   
words and measuring of  egos with 
Kim Jong-un of  North Korea. While  
I still find the threat of  a nuclear 
strike remote, it grows less and less 
remote with every passing day and 
every insult.

Kim Jong-un is irrational and 
unhinged, but so is Trump.

No matter whether I agreed with 
President Barack Obama’s policies or 
not, I never once worried that he 
might ignite a nuclear war. That 
assurance has now been removed.  
As my colleague Nicholas Kristof, 
who recently visited North Korea, 
said of  the possibility of  a war 
between our country and theirs, “War 
is preventable, but I’m not sure it will 
be prevented.”

This is what Senator Bob Corker, a 
Tennessee Republican, meant when 
he talked to The New York Times last 
week. The Times reported that Corker 
charged that Trump was “treating his 
office like ‘a reality show,’ with reck-
less threats toward other countries 
that could set the nation ‘on the path 
to World War III.’ ”

Plenty of  people tried to warn us 
about this moment, but not enough 
Americans took heed. To them, this 
was sky-is-falling hyperbole. The use 
of  nuclear weapons was a thing of  
history and Hollywood.

But it is ever so clear that the 
threat is urgent and real and that  
the only thing standing between a 
nuclear strike and us is a set of  short 
fingers that constantly type out 
Twitter insults.

If  all this makes you uneasy, good. 
It should. Also, welcome to the club.

—©2017 The New York TImes

Trump’s war games
Trump is treating his office like a reality show,  
with reckless threats toward other countries 

Underutilised domain
Community radios have established themselves as indispensable, 

but the air time value remains largely misspent

C
ommunity radios are emerging 
as an alternative media prac-
tice. UNESCO and the World 
Association of  Community 
Radios (AMARC) have  
also termed community radios 

as an alternative medium. 
Community radios in most coun-
tries are operating with low trans-
mission capacities, covering narrow 
geographical areas with a confined 
scope of  content. However, commu-
nity radios in Nepal entertain 
unique value and presence among 
the overall media sector. 

While broadsheet national dailies 
and television channels operating 
from Kathmandu are considered 
national mainstream media, they 
have a limited presence in rural 
areas mainly due to issues of  
affordability and the ability of   
targeted audiences to grasp the  
content. Despite the popularity of  
mainstream media, community 
radios have established themselves 
as indispensable in the last two dec-
ades of  broadcasting. This was most 
recently seen during the 2015 Nepal 
Earthquake, when people relied 
heavily on community radios as a 
source of  information.

Though community radios are 
praised in Nepal for their substan-
tial contribution in expanding the 
access people have to news and 
information, the air time value is 
still largely underutilised. With the 
advent of  a rapid technological evo-
lution, people have multiple media 
at their fingertips. These new media 
have replaced classical modes of  
communication and sources of  
information. Besides this, there are 
a number of  factors that are creat-
ing barriers for the utilisation of  
momentum created by a strong pres-
ence and huge public investment. 

Hangover of mainstream journalism
The first community radio in Nepal, 
Radio Sagarmatha, attempted to 
present newsworthy information in 
a flexible format rather than by 
using the traditional news casting 
format when it was established. 
However, the trend set by Radio 
Sagarmatha did not last long. While 
community radio broadcasting was 
in its expansion phase, deviations in 
the nature of  the content were fre-
quent and widespread. Community 
radios were heavily influenced by 
mainstream journalism as they 
found it easier to replicate. 

Therefore, the boom of   

community radios has embraced 
mainstream journalists in their key 
positions.  Whereas, newcomers 
have found an entry point into  
journalism by following the trend of  
prominent media such as Radio 
Nepal and BBC Nepali Sewa. Nepali 
broadcast journalism in recent 
times has been largely influenced by 
the style of  notable journalists such 
as Rishi Dhamala and former  
journalist Rabindra Mishra. Though 
this practice has generated several 
Dhamalas and Mishras in local 
radio stations, this has detached 
community radios from the values 
of  community broadcasting which 
should be content-oriented and  
participation orientated.

There are more than 700 FM radio 
stations operating in Nepal. A large 
numbers of  these stations are based 
in urban areas while around half  of  

the community radios are function-
ing in remote areas. Along with an 
increase in the number of  national 
radio networks, trends of  self-pro-
duction of  content is decreasing. At 
present, more than half  a dozen 
radio networks are functioning to 
produce and supply radio content to 
these stations. If  this number grows, 
this trend will limit radio stations to 
functioning only as relay broadcast-
ers of  national radio networks. 

Forgetting local issues
Unlike global practices, news  
broadcasting is a unique privilege 
enjoyed by Nepali FM radios.  This 
is widely practiced and has proven 
beneficial in the Nepali context as 
mainstream media has failed to 
reach all locations. 

Presence of  community radios in 
remote areas has helped people keep 
updated on national and interna-
tional issues. Relay broadcasts of  
news bulletins by Radio Nepal, BBC 
Nepali Sewa and other radio net-
works have increased access to 
national and international news. Of  
course, local radios should have also 
prioritised local news and issues on 
their news bulletin, but this space 
has been taken by national and 
international news. 

Some community radios such as 
Radio Gurbaba and Radio Rubaru 
have a strong connection with their 
communities. However, one of  the 
challenges of  community radios is 
that the operation and content  

production is controlled by a  
handful of  people. Until community 
radio operators expand their  
membership and attract direct  
participation, community radios 
cannot  ensure that they will  
continue to function. Community 
radio broadcasters are labelled with 
political tags due to the promoters 
and senior staff ’s political affilia-
tion. However, studies have shown 
that contents of  community radios 
are not biased and mistrusted. In a 
Nepal Media and Democracy Survey 
(2016) done by Sharecast Initiative 
Nepal, 85 percent of  the respondents 
have rejected that FM radio  
supports any political party. 
Interests of  community radios will 
be best served  if  station managers, 
journalists and program presenters  
could keep themselves aloof  from 
political affiliation as they are  
perceived as public figures. 

Audiences’ preference and  
priorities are rapidly changing and 
there is a growing availability of  
alternatives in media technology. 
So, this is a right time to review 
existing practices by community 
radios in Nepal. The community 
radio broadcasting sector is at the 
stage where formulating and 
endorsing country specific values 
would be an appropriate move.

The timing is also favourable due 
to the recent formulation of  the 
Media Policy-2016. This policy has 
recognised the community radio 
sector for the first time and pre-
scribed directives to prevent  
growing domination of  radio net-
works. Likewise, there is precise 
guidance for community radios to 
specifically focus on the issues of  
locality in close proximity to the 
community. However, the policy is 
still vague regarding the participa-
tion of  common people as producers 
besides the profile of  audiences in 
community broadcasting sector. 
This issue should be addressed by 
upcoming laws which are required 
to implement the policy. 

We shouldn’t forget that the com-
munity broadcasting sector has 
accumulated a huge public invest-
ment and large numbers of  human 
resources are involved. Besides, 
community radios are serving as 
most accessible for news and  
information in a large number of  
places in Nepal. So, community 
radios need to survive and thrive by 
thoroughly applying their unique 
value and principles despite cut-
throat competition as a result of  
rapidly changing technology and 
up-surge of  commercial media. 

Adhikari works as the Program 
Director for the Association of  

Community Radio Broadcasters 
(ACORAB) Nepal

SIRJAN ADHIKARI

Community radios are controlled  
by a handful of people, and until 

they can expand their membership 
and attract direct participation, 

community radios cannot ensure 
that they will continue to function

It is ever so clear that the threat  
is urgent and real and that  

the only thing standing between  
a nuclear strike and us is a set  
of short fingers that constantly  

type out Twitter insults

n The floor of the Quicken Loans Arena, site of the 2016 Republican National Convention.

write to us

tkpoped@kantipur.com.np
 tkpoped@gmail.com

We value your  
words. Send us your  

articles, opinions 
and letters for the  

op-ed pages  
(pages 6 and 7) to 



C M Y K

PG 08  |  FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2017 kathmandupost.ekantipur.com

A little too old 
Scientists think that the Earth is 4.54 billion 
years old. Coincidentally, this is the same age 
as the rest of the planets in the Solar System, 
as well as the Sun. Of course, it’s not a  
coincidence; the Sun and the planets all 
formed together from a diffused cloud of 
hydrogen billions of years ago.

Scary octopuses
Octopuses are skilled in the art of colour 
change, which can be used for camouflage or 
to startle and warn potential predators in their 
undersea realm. And they are very good at 
this. They can change not only their colouring 
but also the texture of their skin to match 
rocks, corals and other items nearby.

kathmandupostthe

classroom
Long, long DNA 
If unwound and linked together, the 
strands of a DNA in each of your cells 
would be six feet long. With 100 trillion 
cells in your body, that means if all your 
DNA were put end-to-end, it would 
stretch over 110 billion miles. That’s 
hundreds of round trips to the sun!

n Art by Bishesh Shrestha, Grade 5, Vidhyasanskar HSS. n Art by Oasis Maharjan, Grade 2, IJ Pioneer E School.

I 
often shoved aside my assign-
ments and notes, and ignored my 
family and food to enter the world 
of  social media. But unlike other 
days, that day, social media 

couldn’t hook me in. I didn’t want 
to browse the internet. I was preoc-
cupied with what I had read earli-
er—growing up is horrible. 

Was it true? Was it that bad? 
In the process of  growing up, we 

leave behind our childlike inno-
cence somewhere. Everyday things 
don’t fascinate us anymore; instead 
we start getting engaged in things 
that shouldn’t matter in the first 
place. 

We get so concerned about how 
our face and hair look. We don’t 
want to engage with colour pencils 
and board games anymore. We are 
now ashamed of  the party hats 
that once got us so excited.  We 
cringe when we have to come home 
to spend time with our parents, 
while there was a time when we 
jumped up on our feet when they 
got home. So much has already 
changed. We have grown up. But 
does it also mean that we used to be 

happier as kids? Is growing up as 
horrible as people claim it to be? 

I can’t wait to grow up, and grow 
older. I can’t wait to reach the point 
where I am my own boss, where I 
can live my life in my own terms. I 
want to grow up so that I am not 
under watch all the time. I want to 
grow up so that I can be free. I 
think growing up is going to be 
fun, because I get to decide what is 
right and what is wrong. I don’t 
need anybody else telling me if  I 
made a mistake. I can be responsi-
ble for the decisions I make. 

Growing up, to me, feels like a 
power that I can’t wait to get my 
hands on. And I am aware that 
serious responsibility is going to 
tag along. Like Spiderman says, 
“With great power comes  
great responsibility”. I am  
sure this is very true. And I feel 
ready.

Perhaps, growing up is not that 
horrible after all. 

Aavash Kuikel
Grade 9 
Kavya School

W
hen we hear the word 
‘motivation’, most of  us 
think about the biogra-
phies of  great people from 
history—what they have 

done, and how they have set 
examples for us to follow. For 
most of  us, motivation is a tem-
porary feeling that comes to us at 
a certain time and leaves soon 
after. We read a story, we watch a 
speech, we listen to a lecture and 
we feel motivated. We claim that 
we are going to change our lives. 
But the next thing we know, we 
are back to being lazy. 

What use is such short-term 
‘motivation’? Does external 
motivation ever really work or 
motivate you? Does anybody 
else’s story really push you? 

Hence, the question remains: 
What must we do to stay motivat-
ed for a long time? The answer 
lies in the question itself. True 

motivation doesn’t come from 
other people outside us, it comes 
from within. 

We just have to really dig in, 
we have to know what we like, we 
have to learn what makes us 
happy, and once we figure out 
what drives us, the motivation 
will emerge on its own. When we 
set a goal and set out on a path 
that is likely to bring out the  
best of  our potential, we will  
find motivation just around the 
corner. 

The secret of  motivation, 
hence, lies not in what other peo-
ple have done or what their driv-
ing force is. It instead lies in dis-
covering who you are and what 
you are going to do with your 
life. 

Sujyana Pradhan
Grade 10
Triyog higher secondary school

THE 
TEST
D

oes anyone have two extra pens?’ 
Kritika asked, one for herself, the 
other for her friend Jannat. The 
tenth graders weren’t allowed to 
use pencils for their tests. 

Jannat loved how swiftly the lead 
of  her pencil moved when she wrote. 
She enjoyed how it would curve the 
letters to carve beautiful words and 
sentences. She enjoyed the life cycle 
of  a pencil. Oh, how it got shorter 
with every other page filled. She 
could write for hours with a pencil. 

The only instrument Jannat ever 
carried in her bag along with books 
and notebooks was a pencil and today 
she wasn’t allowed to use it. Kritika, 
on the other hand, had just forgotten 
to carry a pen.

When nobody offered any extras, 
the two girls started their test with 
their pencils. 

‘Such disobedient students! Write 
with pencils and I won’t accept your 
papers,’ the teacher grumbled. 

While Jannat flushed with fear, 

Kritika grinned. She had an idea that 
would solve the problem. She took 
out an inkpot from her bag and 
placed it in front of  their papers. 
‘Don’t tell me you’re going to dip your 
pencils in it!’ the teacher scowled.

Kritika nodded in affirmation. 
“Yes ma’am.” 

She carefully opened her inkpot to 
make sure that her fingers didn’t 
stain, and then dipped the pencil in 
the pot. She looked at Jannat and 
with her eyes suggested that her 
friend do the same. 

The friends giggled and carried on 
with their smart move. The answers 

were sometimes written with utmost 
clarity, other times the letters could 
be seen dancing up and down the 
lines. But the two girls were having 
fun at the test. 

When the girls couldn’t stop gig-
gling, the teacher decided to ask them 
to leave the room. It wouldn’t be fair 
for other students who were taking 
the test sincerely. 

“Get out you two, and take your 
inkpot and pencils along.” 

At first, the girls were scared when 
the teacher roared. And then they got 
upset when they were thrown out of  
the class. But five minutes later, 
Kritika just couldn’t hold back and 
she cracked up with laughter. Jannat 
gave in to her friend’s contagious 
laugh and started giggling too.

Now, they were not getting any 
marks for the test. Since they had 
some time to kill, the girls decided to 
find a corner and do what they were 
doing. They dipped their pencil in the 
inkpot and started to write and draw. 
There was no teacher to tell them not 
to giggle or not to write with a pencil 
that has been dipped in ink.

They were free, and they were cre-
ating beautiful things together—one 
of  which was a memory.

Bibhuti Shah
Grade 10
Shree Padma Kanya Vidyashram 
Secondary School

Growing up

n Art by Shamjhana Tamang, Grade 8, Bal Sansar Secondary School.

Was I just born to burn?
Was I just born to mourn?
Can’t I go out and play?
Can’t I have a peaceful day?
 
I don’t want to be alone,
I don’t want to be unknown.
My life is just a mess.
Why am I always depressed?
 
Life can’t be filled with lies
One day, hope will be seen by my eyes
One day you will see
The whole world being proud of  me.
 
I can’t always live with fear
One day my path will be clear
One day sun will shine
One day the world will be mine.
 
I’ll sweep all the barriers away
And surely have a hopeful day
One day I will leave my cries
One day I will surely rise.

Christina Subedi
Grade 8
St Mary’s High School

HEr CHEErful 
WINgS
She flies all over the sky,
Spreading her wings of  freedom; she isn’t shy.
Higher and higher, there she goes,
Sitting on a branch eating the worms.
From the peak she glares at the little bed bugs,
Then, flies through the air 
and hugs the red log.
Chirps as if  she has passed a test,
Wears her cheerful feathers at her best.
Her beautiful large black beads,
Looking at them is just a please.
Hussshhh! Now look at that tree,
She’s as happy as she can be!

Aarya Dhital
Grade 8, 
Triyog High School I WILL RISE

The SecreT 
of MoTivaTion

Send your poems, essays,  
travelogues, memories, 

articles and artworks along 
with your photo to the  

following address. All the 
students are requested  
to add their class and  

school name.

schoolpost@kmg.com.np
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Canada’s Downie passes away
Gord Downie, frontman of Canadian rock band 
the Tragically Hip, has died after a battle with 
brain cancer. In recent years, Downie, who has 
been called “Canada’s unofficial poet laureate”, 
had worked to support the indigenous people of 
Canada with the Gord Downie and Chanie 
Wenjack Fund. 

BORN TODAY
American singer Snoop Dogg is 46

South African model Candice Swanepoel is 29

Indian actor Nargis Fakhri is 38

American wrestler Chavo Guerrero Jr is 47

American actor John Krasinski is 28

Shepard’s novel out in December
A novel Sam Shepard completed shortly before his 
death is coming out in December. In an announce-
ment, Alfred A Knopf says that Spy of the First 
Person will be released Dec 5. In the novel, an 
unnamed narrator looks back on his life and the 
illness which afflicts him in old age. Shepard died 
in July after battling Lou Gehrig’s Disease. 
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Sine Valley 2017

Base Camp

Friday, Oct 20

On mic: Natasha Noorani, The Author, Voltaic 

and Ranzen

Time: 7 pm onwards

Location: Arun Thapa Chowk, Jhamsikhel

nn

Le Sherpa

Saturday, Oct 21

On mic: People of Electronicity

Time: 11 am onwards

Location: Lazimpat

nn

Moksh

Sunday, Oct 22

On mic: People of Electronicity, Word 

Warriors & Fatema Shah

Time: 3 pm onwards

Location: Jhamiskhel

nn

Evoke Café & bistro

Monday, Oct 23

On mic: Marta Del Grandi, Zeromile, Foeseal, 

Phatcowlee, Autonomotor

Time: 7 pm onwards

Location: Jhamsikhel

nn

bac art Café

Tuesday, Oct 24

On mic: Panel discussion: Nischal Oli, Sana 

Nasir, Nayantara Gurung Kakshapati, 

Natasha Noorani & Daniel Panjwaaney

Time: 4 pm onwards

Location: Pulchowk

nn

House of Music

Wednesday, Oct 25

On mic: Voltaic, Flekke, Alien Panda Jury, 

Natasha Noorani, The Author & She’s Drunk

Time: 8 pm onwards

Location: Thamel

nn

Moksh

Thursday, Oct 26

On mic: Sound Synthesis with Aditya 

Nandawana

Time: 2 pm onwards

Location: Jhamsikhel

nn

Moksh

Friday, Oct 27

On mic: Natasha Noorani, Marta Del Grandi, 

Voltaic, Zeromile, The Author, Foeseal, Flekke, 

Phatcowlee, Alien Panda Jury, Ranzen, 

Autonomotor, She’s Drunk and Sawhorse

Time: 4 pm to 2 am

Location: Jhamsikhel

nn

baseCamp

Saturday, Oct 28

On mic: Sawhorse, People of Electronicity, 

B2B2B

Time: 4 pm onwards

Location: Arun Thapa Chowk, Jhamsikhel

nn

the Yellow House

Sunday, Oct 29

On mic: People of Electronicity

Time: 1 pm onwards

Location: Sanepa

nn

Gharana Musical Festival 2017

Around the Corner

Friday, Oct 27

On mic: Boyd Meets Girls

Time: 5:30 pm onwards

Location: Bansbari

nn

Le Sherpa

Saturday, Oct 28

On mic: Boyd Meets Girls

Time: 6:30 pm onwards

Location: Lazimpat

nn

Le Sherpa 

Friday, Nov 3

On mic: Brendan Evans & Righteous GIRLS

Time: 5:30 pm onwards

Location: Lazimpat

nn

House of Music

Friday, Oct 20

On mic: Station Kathmandu

Time: 7 pm onwards

Location: Thamel

nn

Moksh 

Tuesday, Oct 24

On mic: Maria & Nirantar

Time: 7 pm onwards

Location: Jhamsikhel

nn

RS Moto

Friday, Oct 27

On mic: Diwas Gurung ft Suncha, Avaya & 

Kismat from Albatross

Time: 6 pm onwards

Location: Tangal

Margaret atwood 
receives 2017  
KafKa award
ageNce-fraNce Presse
PRAGUE, OCT 19

C
anadian poet, critic and novelist 
Margaret Atwood received this 
year’s international Franz Kafka 
literary prize at a ceremony in 
Prague on Tuesday, which hon-
oured the lifetime achievements 

of  The Handmaid’s Tale author.
“I think this one is quite special 

because the first free-standing liter-
ary essay that I wrote that was not for 
school was about Franz Kafka back 
in the 1950s,” Atwood said.

“At that time I read not only his 
biography but all of  his work and I 
remember it very well,” she added 
before receiving the $10,000 (8,500 
euros) prize.

“He also of  course in retrospect 
seemed quite prophetic, not only 
about the Nazi regime, but also about 
the behaviour of  the USSR.”

“He was suppressed in this coun-
try by both of  those regimes so for 
people interested in freedom of  
expression and openness in publica-
tion, he was an icon at that time,” 
Atwood said.

The 77-year-old Atwood’s prolific 
career, spanning decades, has includ-
ed the publication of  17 novels, seven 
children’s books and nearly two 
dozen books of  poetry.

The Handmaid’s Tale, Atwood’s 
best-known work about a totalitarian 

society, has inspired a film, a ballet, 
an opera and most recently, a televi-
sion series starring Elizabeth Moss 
that swept last month’s Emmy 
Awards.

Published in 1985, the novel is 
often mentioned in the same 
breath as George Orwell’s 
1984, Aldous Huxley’s Brave 
New World and other dysto-
pian works of  speculative 
fiction. It turned Atwood 
into a feminist icon.

Her other notable novels 
include The Edible Woman 
(1969), Cat’s Eye (1988), The 
Robber Bride (1993) and Oryx 
and Crake (2003).

In 2000, Atwood won the 
Booker Prize—Britain’s top liter-
ary award—for The Blind Assassin.

The Kafka Prize, named after the 
famous Prague-born writer of  such 
20th century classics as The Trial, 
Metamorphosis and The Castle, 
was first awarded by the Prague-
based Franz Kafka society in 
2001.

Previous winners include 
Japanese author Haruki 
Murakami, Israeli writer 
Amos Oz, US novelist Philip 
Roth, British playwright 
Harold Pinter, French poet 
Yves Bonnefoy and Czech play-
wright and former president 
Vaclav Havel.

‘AbuSe Common in 
muSiC inDuStry too’
BBc
LONDON, OCT 19

S
ir Tom Jones has said the abuse 
and harassment alleged to have 
taken place in Hollywood is also 
widespread in the music indus-
try.

The singer was discussing the 
allegations surrounding Harvey 
Weinstein in an interview with the 
BBC.

“Things have always happened in 
the music industry as well,” he said.

“There’s been people complaining 
about publicists and different things 
they’ve been expected to do to get a 
record contract, just like a film con-
tract.”

Asked on BBC Radio 5 live’s 
Afternoon Edition whether it was 
something he’d experienced, Sir Tom 
replied: “Yes. At the beginning, yes.

“There were a few things like that. 
But you avoid it. You just walk out... 
But what’s tried on women is tried on 
men as well.”

Sir Tom said the encounter early in 
his career made him feel “terrible”.

“But then you think, ‘Well, I’ve got 
to get away from this person and it 
can’t be like this.’

“You should know that yourself, 
you don’t do things just because you 
think, ‘I should do this.’ Your own 
mind will tell you that. Not just in 
showbusiness, but in any thing 
you’re in.”

He added: “There’s always been 
that element there that people with 
power sometimes abuse it, but they 
don’t all abuse it, there are good peo-
ple.”

Asked further about his own expe-
rience, he said: “It wasn’t bad, just 
somebody tried to pull... it was a 
question and I said ‘No thank you.’”

The singer was asked about the 
number of  allegations against major 
figures in the film industry that have 
come out in recent days.

He replied: “Things happen in 
showbusiness, and sometimes things 
are covered up and then they come to 
light and other people come forward 
- it’s like taking the cork off  of  a bot-
tle.

“Things come out that maybe 
should’ve come out years ago, who 
knows. But that’s the way it is with 
showbusiness, you are in the public 
eye, and that’s it, you have to take the 
good with the bad.

“But justice will out. If  you’ve 
done something wrong you’ve got to 
pay for it, or prove that you haven’t 
done anything wrong.”

Earlier this week, music manager 
Sarah Bowden told the Victoria 
Derbyshire programme the treat-
ment and sexual exploitation of  
women in the music industry is “as 
bad, if  not worse” than in Hollywood.

Harry Potter exhibition blends wizardry with history
reUters
LONDON, OCT 19

A 
new exhibition celebrating the 
20th anniversary of  the first 
Harry Potter book’s publication 
is offering ‘muggles’ with an 
interest in magic the chance to 
view rare memorabilia, com-

bined with historic artifacts refer-
enced in the popular series.

Harry Potter: A History of  Magic 
held in the British Library in London, 
features Potter memorabilia includ-
ing author JK Rowling’s first anno-
tated sketch of  Hogwarts school, as 
well as her handwritten list of  its 
teachers and subjects.

As well as the items associated 
with Rowling and the book series, the 
exhibition also features historic arti-
facts from the library’s collection, 
including alchemists’ scrolls from 

the 1500s and Chinese oracle bones 
from the 12th century.

“Our exhibition explores the histo-
ry, mythology and folklore behind the 
Harry Potter stories,” Julian 

Harrison, the exhibition’s lead cura-
tor, told Reuters.

“We investigate broomsticks and 
cauldrons and unicorns and dragons. 
We’ve organized the exhibition 

around some of  the subjects that stu-
dents would study at Hogwarts 
School of  Witchcraft and Wizardry, 
from potions to charms to astronomy 
and divination.”

“Harry Potter: A History of  
Magic,” held in the British Library in 
London, features Potter memorabilia 
including author JK Rowling’s first 
annotated sketch of  Hogwarts school, 
as well as her handwritten list of  its 
teachers and subjects.

As well as the items associated 
with Rowling and the book series, the 
exhibition also features historic arti-
facts from the library’s collection, 
including alchemists’ scrolls from 
the 1500s and Chinese oracle bones 
from the 12th century.

“Our exhibition explores the histo-
ry, mythology and folklore behind the 
Harry Potter stories,” Julian 
Harrison, the exhibition’s lead cura-

tor, said.
“We investigate broomsticks and 

cauldrons and unicorns and dragons. 
We’ve organized the exhibition 
around some of  the subjects that stu-
dents would study at Hogwarts 
School of  Witchcraft and Wizardry, 
from potions to charms to astronomy 
and divination.”

The final book in the series was 
published in 2007, but the series 
spawned a series of  hit films, a U.S. 
theme park and a hit stage play that 
have kept the franchise in the public 
eye. Rowling herself  appears to have 
enjoyed the blend of  her fictional 
world with the library’s collection.

“Encountering objects for real that 
have in some shape or form figured in 
my books has been quite wonderful,” 
she said.

The exhibition runs from October 
20 until February 28 2018.

Elvis house, Marilyn 
dresses up for auction
associated Press
TUPELO, OCT 19

Y
ears before Elvis Presley became 
the King of  Rock and Roll,Roll;the 
story goes, he lived in a small house 
up a hill from his elementary school 
in northeastern Mississippi and 
played with other kids in a nearby 

field. Fans now have a chance to buy 
that old home and land.

The white, wood-frame house and 
more than 16 acres (6 hectares) of  
adjoining property are part of  an 
upcoming celebrity auction that 
includes everything from actress 
Marilyn Monroe’s dresses to Michael 
Jackson’s dark fedora.

The house, land and other memora-
bilia are part of  an online auction set 
for Nov 11 by GWS Auctions, a Southern 
California company which specialises 
in the sale of  items including estates, 
fine art and celebrity collectibles.

More than 150 items will be auctioned 
in all, including other items linked to 
Presley—his private jet, a 1957 pink 
Cadillac, a boat named “Hound Dog,” a 
television he shot up at Graceland and a 
two-bedroom mobile home from his 
Circle G ranch.

There’s also a radio once owned by 
President John F Kennedy; a dress, 
nightgown and jumpsuit owned by his 
late widow, Jacqueline Kennedy 
Onassis.

GWS Auctions owner Brigitte Kruse 
said all the celebrities’ items have been 
authenticated in various ways.

“Their possessions are rare, but 
beyond any monetary value, fans place 
an emotional value on owning some-
thing that came in contact with their 
idols,” she said.

In the case of  the Presley house, 
Charlene Presley, a relative by mar-
riage, said the structure was initially 
built by the singer’s father, Vernon 
Presley., and uncle next to the small 
home where Presley was born in 1935. 
That birthplace is the focal point of  a 
park and museum that draw thousands 
of  visitors annually to Tupelo.

The newer house was moved to high-
er ground about a half-mile away from 
Elvis’ birthplace around 1942, and the 
singer and his mother, Gladys Presley, 
lived there for a time., Presley said.

“This house is a house that Elvis and 
Gladys lived in and he went to school at 
Lawhon School in the third grade,” 
Presley she said. “She would walk him 
to school down this street and around to 
Lawhon.”

The executive director of  the Elvis 
Presley Birthplace Foundation, Dick 
Guyton, said five shotgun-style homes 
— named for their long, narrow design 
— once stood in the area where Presley’s 
birth home is still located. But Guyton 
said he doesn’t know what happened to 
any of  the four other structures, mean-
ing he can’t vouch for the house that’s 
coming up for sale.

“We don’t have any way to authenti-
cate it,” Guyton said. “We don’t know 
that that particular house is one that sat 
here by the birthplace.”

life&style
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
***
You’re definitely in the mood to take stock of who and what you 
have in your life and what it all means to you. Something probably 
comes to mind right away: You need a solid foundation you know 
you can rely on. You know there’s only one way to have that—you 
need to earn it.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
***
Are you used to being on centre stage yet? You’d better get there 
quickly—because your fifteen minutes of fame is just about to 
start up again. For some folks, it recycles itself. You may need to 
worry about how to handle your throngs of adoring fans for quite 
a while.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21)
****
The good news today is that you know there’s always a way to get 
your point across without saying a word. Your specialty is com-
munication, and you indulge yourself in many ways of practicing 
it. If you’re not in the mood to chat—you find a way. 
CANCER (June 22-July 22)
****
For the next few days—and maybe quite a while thereafter—
you’ve got quite an intense social schedule. That means you have 
to be extremely diligent at work and around the house so you can 
play hard when you’re done with tasks. 

LEO (July 23-August 22) 
*****
You probably can’t spend quite as much on that shopping spree 
as you’d like, but if a financial business has been going as well as 
it should have recently, you have every right to have a little fun. 
Indulge yourself, at least a little. 

VIRGO (August 23-September 22)
****
Someone from far away is just about to cross your path—and 
while it might not be a tall, dark, handsome stranger, appealing 
and exotic are definitely on the day’s agenda for you. They might 
wreak some serious havoc on your perfectly arranged schedule.

LIBRA (September 23-October 22)
*****
Are you ready to bid the social world adieu for a couple of  
days? You most likely are, and you can’t be talked out of it by 
anyone. Of course, you can’t blame your loved ones for trying. A 
day without you isn’t much fun, now that they’ve gotten used to 
having you around. 
SCORPIO (October 23-November 21)
*****
Prepare yourself for romance—serious romance—because  
it’s right around the corner. You’ve been waiting for it to happen 
and it seems that the universe has finally decided to answer your 
plea. If you don’t already have a prospect in mind, you’d better get 
dressed.
SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21)
***
Recent changes you’ve managed to navigate at work have  
made things a bit easier—but only just a bit. Still, you’re nothing 
if not loyal. You were ready to walk just a few days ago, but you’re 
not feeling quite so volatile just now. Try to pass that along to 
someone else.
CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19)
*****
It might feel to you that things are going so well that they couldn’t 
possibly get better. Yet as of today, and for the next month, too, 
things are going to get better. You’ve got nothing but helpful 
energy circulating within and around you. Enjoy the great energy!

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18)
***
After weeks of trying to keep your mouth under control—without 
much success—you finally give up. The funny thing is, no one but 
you cared about your bluntness. But now you may want to turn 
your focus toward home, family matters and all things emotional. 

PISCES (February 19-March 20)
****
You’ve got a lot on your mind right now, and you happen to be 
feeling confident enough at the moment to talk about it out loud—
no matter where you are or who you’re with. Go ahead—it’s time 
for you to stop holding it all in. 

TODAY’SHOROSCOPE

“Sir you have got to help!” said the tearful man at the door. “There is a 
family that I know very well that is in desperate need of money. The Father 
has been out of a job for over a year, they have five kids at home with 
barely a bit of food to eat. The worst part is, that they are about to kicked 
out of the house and they will be left on the streets without a roof over 
their heads!” The man concluded with one last heart wrenching sob. 
“Well,” said the man at the door, “that really is a sad story. Why don’t you 
come inside and we’ll talk about it a little more.”
 “So how much money is needed exactly?” asked the man when they were 
both seated. 
“Oh it’s really terrible”, said the man starting up again, “why just for the 
rent $3000 is needed by tomorrow otherwise they’ll be kicked out onto 
the streets.” 
“How do you know so much about this situation?” asked the man as he 
reached for his check book.
“Well,” said the man breaking down once more “they are my tenants.”

5:00 Shuvarambha/

Bhaktisur

5:30 Radhe Radhe

6:00 Jeevan Bigyan

6:30 Jyotish Manthan

6:40 Sky Shop

7:00 Kantipur Samachar

8:00 Kantipur News

8:30 Rise N Shine

9:00 Headline News

9:05 Quiz Mania

10:00 Kantipur Samachar

10:30 Market Watch

11:00 Headline News

11:05 Music Galaxy

11:30 Infoplus

12:00 Kantipur Samachar

12:30 Ditha Sab

13:00 Headline News

13:05 What The Flop

13:30 Suman Sanga

14:00 Kantipur Samachar

14:30 Rise N Shine

15:00 Headline News

15:05 Sajha Sawal

16:00 Kantipur Samachar

16:30 New Entry

17:00 Headline News

17:05 Call Kantipur

18:00 Kantipur News

18:30 Surshala Idol Junior

19:00 Kantipur Samachar

19:30 Twakka Tukka

20:00 Kantipur Samachar

21:00 Samkon

22:00 VMAG

22:30 Kantipur News

23:00 Kantipur Samachar

23:30 Twakka Tukka

00:00:  Non Stop Nepali 

Adhunik Songs

01:00:  Non Stop Nepali 

pop songs

02:00:  Non Stop Hindi Songs 

04:00:  Non Stop Bhajan 

Songs

05:00:  BHAKTI 

ANUSTHAN/

Janardan

06:30:  Kantipur Diary

07:00:  The Headliners

07:30:  Manasik 

Swasthama Kosis

08:05:  The Good Morning 

Show 

09:00:  Kantipur Diary

09:10:  Traffic Updates

09:15:  Shufflin’ 

10:05:  New Releases

11:05:  Femina

12:00:  Kantipur Diary

12:10:  Kick Start

13:05:  Ke cha Nepal

15:00:  Kantipur Dairy

15:15:  Sau Rai

16:00:  Cine Quiz

17:05:  Fanatic Friday

18:00:  Happy Life

18:30:  Kantipur Dairy

19:00:  Playtrinics

20:05 : Wheel no tension 

21:00:  Kantipur Dairy

21.30:  Indreni

22:00:  Club Mix

23:00:  Eleventh Hour

CHAKKA PANJA 2
QFX LABIM Mall: 11:30/14:45

QFX civil Mall: 12:15/15:30/18:45
QFX Kumari: 15:30

QFX Jai Nepal: 11:45/15:00/18:15

JUDWAA 2
QFX civil Mall: 15:15/18:30

QFX Kumari: 12:15
QFX LABIM Mall: 15:15

BLADE RUNNER  
2049 3D

QFX civil Mall: 11:45/18:15
QFX Kumari: 15:00/18:30

THE FOREIGNER
QFX Kumari: 12:00/18:45

QFX LABIM Mall: 12:00/19:00
QFX civil Mall: 12:00/15:00
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revolution cafe, AmritMarg, Thamel, away 
from busy crowed street, offers great 
music, fast wi-fi and wide menu with rea-
sonable prices. Operation hours: 7 am to 10 
pm, contact: 4433630

Enjoy Gourmet saturday Brunch  with 
your family and friends at the Sunrise 
Restaurant , Hotel Yak & Yeti from 12-7 pm 
every Saturday. Contact: 4248999 

Escape, relax and get in shape @ Hyatt 
regency. Embark on a personal well-being at 
Club Oasis. Remember us for Tennis, sauna, 
Jacuzzi, swimming, fitness centre and Beauty 
Salon. Contact: 4491234

Learn cardio, gym, aerobics, zumba, spa, 
boxing, kick-boxing, b-boying, bollywood 
dance at oyster spa and Fitness club, 
Sinamangal. Time: Sunday to Friday from 5 
am to 8 pm. Contact: 4110554

Tranquility spa at Hotel radisson, now 
offering Body Scrubs for Rs 3,000  (50 per-
cent discoun for members). Opening hour  
8.00 am-8.00 pm. Contact Number: 
01-4423888, 01-6200086

Jasmine Fitness club and spa, Fully 
equipped gym and spa; Zumba, aerobics and 
cardio classes; therapeutic massage; beauty 
parlour and men’s salon. Tripureshwor; 
Contact: 4117120

Ayurveda Health Home has been providing 
ayurvedic treatments/ massages, 
sirodhara & counseling for stress, detox & 
rehabilitation. Dhapasi, Kathmandu: 
01-4358761, Lakeside Pokhara 061-463205

Krishnarpan—a specialty Nepali Restaurant 
at dwarika’s, 6 courses to 22 courses Nepali 
meal served. Opening Time: 6 pm-11 pm. Prior 
reservations required, contact: 4479448 

The Italian restaurant serves authentic 
Italian cuisines in an elegant ambience for 
both lunch and dinner. Timings: Lunch: 
1230-1445 hrs, dinner: 1900-2245 hrs, 
contact: 427399, at soaltee crowne Plaza

Every Friday evening enjoy starry Night  
BBQ from 7 pm onwards at shambala 
Garden café at Hotel shangri La with live 
musical performance by Ciney Gurung. 
Contact: 4412999 

Enjoy Bubbly Brunch every Saturday from 11 
am to 3 pm at shambala Gardena and club 
sundhara. Contact: 4412999

Savour the cardamom and saffron spice, 
slow-cooked kebabs and kormas at Indian 
restaurant serving Awadhi cuisine.  
contact: 427399, at Soaltee Crowne Plaza

china Garden offers delectable dishes from 
across Asia, including Japanese, Korean, 
Vietnamese and Chinese. Timings: Lunch: 
1230-1445 hrs, dinner: 1900-2245 hrs, 
contact: 427399 at soaltee crowne Plaza

Garden Terrace offers an authentic world 
cuisine, providing diners with the unique 
experience of observing their selected dish-
es being prepared by chefs. contact: 
427399 at soaltee crowne Plaza

Kaiser cafe restaurant & Bar at The 
Garden of dreams, opening time: 9 am till 9 
pm, offers an international cafe menu serv-
ing breakfast, lunch, dinner, specialty tea’s, 
coffees and pastries, contact: 4425341

Embers Bar, Pulchowk, in all its sophistica-
tion and glory is happy to announce  
Happy Hours every 6-7pm. It will be  
hosting a Barbeque night every Friday from 
6:30-9:30pm

dining Park restaurant & Lounge bar with 
a Coffee and Bakery Hub and Bar and Fine 
Dining. Boasting facilities including Private 
VIP Lounges, a conference hall and a terrace 
garden. Open 6am-10 pm. Mid-Baneshor.

relax and Unwind this summer at 
waterfront resort, Sedi Height, Pokhara @
Rs. 6000 Nett per night on Bed & Breakfast 
basis. Contact: 9801133378 / 9849143552

Mako’s offers traditional Japanese food 
served. Don’t miss out on Mako’s special 
Tempuras, and green tea ice cream, Time: 11: 
30-14:30 & 19:00-22:00, contact: 4479448

Manny’s Eatery and bar introduces a spe-
cial lunch package that is affordable, tasty, 
nutritious and quick enough to fit your lunch 
break, Jawalakhel, shaligram complex, 
5536919

The Toran, an ideal location for all day loung-
ing and informal dining offers multi-cuisines. 
Contact: dwarika’s Hotel, 4479488

weekends brunch @ Hyatt regency—treat 
yourself with a lavish buffet lunch, splash by 
the swimming pool or laze around outdoor, 
Jacuzzi, all for just Rs 2300 plus taxes per 
person. Contact: 4491234

We serve nothing but the finest Arabica 
coffees at great value prices at Barista 
Lavazza coffee restaurant, Lazimpat, 
contact: 4005123/4005124

Bourbon room, Lal Durbar Marg is open for 
lunch from 12 noon. Enjoy affordable and deli-
cious meals starting from Rs 99! We are cur-
rently offering Indian & chinese combos along 
with momos. call: 4441703 

Enjoy a Barbecue Buffet at the radisson 
Hotel, wide selection of mixed fresh grills and 
vegetables together with a choice of salads and 
a delicious dessert buffet at a rate of Rs. 1,350 
plus taxes per person. Contact: 4411818

Latin—Gypsy Jazz at The corner Bar, 
Radisson Hotel, Kathmandu with Hari 
Maharjan feat Monsif Mzibiri, 7 pm onwards, 
Wednesdays & Fridays. contact: 4411818

sandwich and crepes:  Taste the sandwich-
es and crepes at The Lounge from 11 am to 6 
pm everyday. For further details call Hyatt 
Regency at 4491234.

rosemary Kitchen and coffee shop, 
Thamel, opening hours: 7:00 am to 10:00 
pm offers an International cuisine in reason-
able prices. Contact 01-4267554

out-of-Africa Lunch amid rural splendor: 
Sat & Sun from 1130 to 1630 hours at The 
Watering Hole, Indrawati River Valley.  
For prior reservation contact: indrawatire-
sort@gmail.com

Make your weekend more exciting with 
family and friends with sumptuous Satey, 
Dimsums, Mangolian Barbecue and Pasta at 
The Cafe from 12:30 noon to 4:00 pm. Call: 
Hyatt Regency, at 4491234

The most delightfully awesome chicken 
momos & yummy rich chocolate cake on this 
part of the planet @ Just Baked Bakery & 
cafe, Battisputali, offering much more spe-
cialties at affordable price.

Enjoy snacks and drinks from 4:00 pm to 
11:00 pm every day and nightly live music 
from “The corner Band” except Tuesday and 
Saturday from 7 pm to 11:00 pm at corner 
Bar, radisson Hotel. contact: 4411818

Every Friday BBQ from 7:00 pm at Fusion 
Bar & Pool side at Dwarika’s Hotel with live 
band “Dinesh Rai and Sound of Mind”. Price Rs 
1600/ includes BBQ dinner and a can of beer 
or a soft drink. Contact: 4479448

Hotel Narayani complex, Pulchowk, Lalitpur 
presents Shabnam & Cannabiz Band every 
Wednesday and Rashmi & Kitcha Band every 
Friday, 7:30 PM onwards @ Absolute bar P Ltd; 
contact: 5521408

starry Night BBQ—every Friday Evening from 
7:00 pm at shambala Garden café, Hotel, 
shangri~La only @ rs 1799 net per person 
and live performance by ciney Gurung. 
contact: 4412999

Enjoy live dJ nights, on every Sunday chill out/ 
ambient, Wednesday tech/ funk house & Friday 
psy/ proggy/ full on from 6:00 pm to 10 pm at 
garden and 7:00 pm onwards at club at Funky 
Buddha resturant & Bar, contact: 4700091

Set within the historic Garden of Dreams, the 
Kaiser cafe restaurant and Bar, Thamel, offers 
a continental menu and serves as an atmospheric 
venue for anything from a quiet coffee or intimate 
meal. contact: 442534

Trisara offers food and drinks along  
with good music and great times. Sunday- Live 
Music by Barbeque Night, Monday, Wednesday-
by Positive vibes, Tuesday, Saturday-By Jyovan 
Bhuju, Friday-Live Music by Dexterous

Experience The Last resort, the perfect  
place for family fun adventure and relaxation. 
Special packages for residents. contact: 
4700525/ 4701247 or mail us at  
info@thelastresort.com.np

Asia world Travel Pvt Ltd presents fascinat-
ing luxury escapades to amazing destinations: 
Prague, Ladakh, Bangkok, Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur, Mount Kailash and Panchpokhari in 
North East Nepal. contact: 6222604

Jungle safari Lodge, sauraha chitwan  
offers 2 Nights 3 Days package only for Rs 
6500 per person. Suman 9851008399

Much needed getaway—1 night/2 day package 
@ Hyatt Regency. Enjoy luxury stay of a five 
star hotel for a couple with breakfast and 
access to spa facilities for just Rs 9999 plus 
taxes per person only. Contact: 4491234

Experience the Gyakok @ shambala  
Garden, Hotel shangri~la only @ Nrs.1700 
Nett per person and Nrs.3000 Nett for cou-
ple. For more details and reservation: 
4412999
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Beitia announces retirement
Olympic champion high jumper Ruth Beitia has retired 
from athletics due to persistent injuries, the Spaniard 
announced on Wednesday. Beitia, who won the high 
jump competition at the Olympic Games in Rio de 
Janeiro last year, is the only Spanish female athlete to 
have won an Olympic gold. Beitia, 38, limped to last 
place in the World Championships in London in August.

Senegal pick up injured Mane
Senegal chose Liverpool star Sadio Mane on 
Wednesday for World Cup qualifiers against South 
Africa next month just eight days after his club said he 
could be sidelined for six weeks. The striker was 
among 25 players named for fixtures with South 
Africa. Mane suffered a hamstring injury during a 2-0 
World Cup victory in Cape Verde this month.

Lopez named Cagliari coach
Uruguayan Diego Lopez has been appointed coach 
of Serie A strugglers Cagliari in place of the sacked 
Massimo Rastelli, the club said on Wednesday. The 
43-year-old Lopez played for the club for 12 seasons 
from 1998 to 2010, and previously coached the 
Sardinian outfit from 2013 to 2014, with a spell also 
in charge of the youth teams.

C M Y K

Agence FrAnce-Presse
AUSTIN (TEXAS), OcT 19

Lewis Hamilton will seek a fifth 
win in six visits to Texas this 
weekend and hope for further 
Ferrari misfortune as he bids to 
clinch his fourth world title at the 
United States Grand Prix (GP).

The Briton leads nearest rival 
Sebastian Vettel by 59 points with 
four races remaining and will 
take this year’s crown if  he can 
outscore him by 16 points. In 
short, that means that if  
Hamilton wins, Vettel must finish 
in the top five to keep his own 
challenge alive—a seemingly 
straightforward prospect if  he 
and Ferrari can avoid the mis-
haps that have afflicted them in 
the last four races.

Since their home Italian GP at 
Monza, Ferrari have succumbed 
to a series of  mechanical set-

backs and mistakes that culmi-
nated, at the Japanese GP on 
October 8, in Vettel being forced 
to retire due to the failure of  a 
$60 spark plug. That embarrass-
ing exit followed a crash with his 
Ferrari teammate Kimi 
Raikkonen in Singapore and an 
engine problem in Malaysia—
incidents that allowed Hamilton 
to capitalise for Mercedes by 
grabbing three wins in four 
races. Hamilton now has 306 
points and Vettel, the only other 
man to have won at Austin’s 
Circuit of  the Americas, has 247.

A dramatic, tense and hot-
ly-contested race is in prospect on 
Sunday when the ceremonial pre-
liminaries may see Hamilton 
‘take a knee’ during the playing 
of  the anthem in support of  the 
protest, initiated by National 
Football League (NFL) players, 
against racial injustice and police 

brutality. Mercedes boss Toto 
Wolff  made clear that he would 
not stop him.

With temperatures forecast to 
continue at around 30 degrees 

Celsius it may be that conditions 
favour Ferrari’s faster, but less 
reliable car at a track that 
Hamilton, chasing a sixth overall 
United States GP win, relishes. 

Hunting his ninth win this year, 
Hamilton will know that Vettel is 
sure to mount a ferocious attack 
of  his own to prevent him joining 
the German and Alain Prost as 

four-time champions.
Only Michael Schumacher, 

with seven titles, and Juan-
Manuel Fangio, with five, have 
more and a fourth Hamilton tri-
umph would make him the most 
successful British driver. But as 
Ferrari seek to preserve their 
challenge with improved reliabil-
ity, Hamilton’s main threat may 
come from Red Bull’s Max 
Verstappen, who won in Malaysia 
three weeks ago, or Daniel 
Ricciardo, like Hamilton a man 
very at home in America.

Fully aware that both Ferrari 
and Red Bull have shown superi-
or speed in recent weeks, Wolff  
has, however, warned Hamilton 
and his team to avoid any com-
placency. “The team is operating 
at an incredibly high level in 
every area and continuing to 
develop,” he said. “But Lewis has 
driven brilliantly this year and, 

since the summer break in par-
ticular, he has been on another 
level... But we can take nothing 
for granted.”

For Fernando Alonso, it will be 
a chance to thank the American 
fans for their support of  him 
when he took part in the 
Indianapolis 500—and he plans to 
switch helmets and use the one 
he wore at ‘The Brickyard’ in 
May. The weekend will also see 
New Zealand’s Le Mans 24-Hours 
winner Brendan Hartley, a for-
mer Red Bull squad junior and 
reserve driver, make his debut 
with Toro Rosso alongside 
returning Daniil Kvyat.

Hartley will be the ninth  
Kiwi to take part in an F1  
race on Sunday, if  he qualifies 
and takes a place on the grid.  
He succeeds Carlos Sainz who 
has been released to join  
Renault.

Hamilton in driving seat for fourth world championship title
 fo r m u l a o n e :  us  g ra n d  p r i x

City out to make it 11 in a row
reuters
LONDON, OcT 19

It would appear to be difficult 
for any team to find a more 
daunting examination in 
European football at present 
than a visit to the Etihad 
Stadium where Pep 
Guardiola’s Manchester City 
have come into full bloom.

City’s kaleidoscopic move-
ment and rare skill executed 
at breakneck speed have made 
Guardiola’s latest creation a 
familiar delight to see but a 
nightmare to play against as 
Burnley may become the lat-
est Premier League side to 
discover this weekend. City’s 
7-2 rout of  Stoke City last 
Saturday to move them two 
points clear of  Manchester 
United was followed by 
Guardiola’s delight at seeing 
off  Napoli in the Champions 
League in midweek.

That was City’s 10th succes-
sive win in all competitions 

and now to complete their per-
fect week at the Etihad on 
Saturday, they are out to add 
to the 22 goals they have 
scored there in six matches in 
all competitions this term. 
Burnley themselves have pro-
gressed admirably under 
manager Sean Dyche, having 
gone six league matches 
unbeaten, but he recognises 
that visiting a stadium where 
City have won their last three 
league games by five-goal 
margins is the acid test.

Guardiola was lavished 
with praise for his side’s bril-
liance last weekend as his old 
rival Jose Mourinho, in con-
trast, suffered some equally 
familiar criticism for his safe-
ty-first approach in 
Manchester United’s goalless 
draw at Liverpool. Not that 
Mourinho ever appears to 

worry about such barbs but 
on Saturday he will expect his 
men to get back to being flat-
track bullies against a strug-
gling Huddersfield Town who 
are without a win in six 
matches.

The match of  the weekend 
sees Tottenham Hotspur and 
Liverpool meet at Wembley on 
Sunday with both sides 
buoyed by superb away-days 
in the Champions League—
Spurs earning a draw at 

champions Real Madrid while 
the Reds put seven past 
Maribor. There feels a lot rid-
ing on the match with Spurs 
yet to convince their fans they 
are over their Wembley wob-
bles while Juergen Klopp 
knows his eighth-placed 
Liverpool cannot afford to 
drift further behind in the 
title race.

Neither can champions 
Chelsea, currently nine points 
adrift of  Man City, as they 

seek to bring Watford down to 
earth after the unfashionable 
Hornets surged into the top 
four last weekend with a win 
over Arsenal. Stung by their 
loss to rock-bottom Crystal 
Palace, Chelsea will be grate-
ful for the return of  their 
striking ace Alvaro Morata.

Watford, whose own totem-
ic striker Troy Deeney had 
taken delight in pointing out 
how Arsenal seemed to lack 
fight, can expect Chelsea to be 

more combative on Saturday, 
especially as they are smart-
ing at losing consecutive 
Premier League games for 
only the second time under 
Antonio Conte. Arsenal, also 
nine behind City, need to 
rebound quickly at Everton, 
who are in even more urgent 
need of  a win as manager 
Ronald Koeman, languishing 
in 16th, is now having to 
assert warily: “Until now it’s 
full, total support from the 

board.”
Palace will hope to continue 

their baby steps under Roy 
Hodgson at Newcastle United, 
who could be under new own-
ership by Christmas if  Mike 
Ashley can find a buyer. It is a 
time of  flux at Leicester City, 
too. They are managerless for 
the visit to Swansea City with 
Craig Shakespeare’s dismiss-
al meaning assistant Michael 
Appleton takes charge of  the 
side temporarily.

Thomas opens 
up 3-shot lead

Agence FrAnce-Presse
JEJU (SOUTh KOrEA), OcT 19

World No 4 Justin Thomas 
brushed off  a shaky start to 
fire a superb nine-under 63 
and take a three-shot lead 
after the first round of  the 
CJ Cup on Thursday.

US PGA Championship 
winner Thomas is three 
strokes clear of  five players 
on six-under 66—Malaysia’s 
Gavin Green, the US trio of  
Chez Reavie, Scott Brown 
and Patrick Reed, and 
Australia’s Marc Leishman. 
Thomas came up short in 
his bid for a hat-trick of  
wins at the CIMB Classic in 
Malaysia last week, finish-
ing tied 17th, and he 
bounced back from an early 
wobble at the Nine Bridges 
course in the first US PGA 
Tour event ever to be played 
in South Korea.

He dropped a shot “really 
badly” on his opening hole, 
the 10th, but got it back with 
interest by eagling the par-
five 12th. That was the start 
of  a run of  eight-under par 
for seven holes comprising 
four birdies and another 
eagle at the 18th to reach the 
turn in a scintillating sev-
en-under par 29. “It was a 
weird day,” said 23-year-old 
FedEx Cup champion 
Thomas, who has been in 
sizzling form since winning 
his first major in August 
and was recently voted PGA 
Tour player of  the Year for 
2017.

Thomas holed a bunker 
shot at 15 for the second of  
four birdies in a row and 
chipped in from off  the 
fringe at 16 for another. 

“That’s kind of  how my day 
was. Hit two really bad 
wedge shots and got away 
with them to steal two 
bogeys,” admitted Thomas. 
His second nine was almost 
boring by comparison fea-
turing three birdies and 
another bogey at the sev-
enth to finish at nine-under.

Reavie had a bogey-free 
day with a balanced card of  
three birdies on each nine 
to get into the five-way tie 
for second. Whee Kim shot a 
four-under 68 to be the high-
est placed of  the 17-strong 
Korean contingent, who all 
received enthusiastic home 
support at the inaugural 
$9.25 million, 78-player 
event on the southern Jeju 
Island.

Thomas’s group was fol-
lowed by the biggest galler-
ies as it contained the 
returning Korean hero Bae 
Sang-Moon who shot 71 in 
only his third event since 
military service, and last 
week’s winner in Malaysia, 
Pat Perez, who carded 69. “It 
was awesome out there,” 
said Thomas. “I said to Bae 
you probably got the best 
crowds out here. He’s a 
great guy and great player 
and it’s good to have him 
back.”

Players Championship 
winner and world No 41 
Kim Si-Woo went one stroke 
better than Bae with a 70, 
but admitted the pressure 
of  playing in front of  his 
home fans in such a high-
class field had affected  
him. “I felt more nervous 
than when I played in  
the Masters,” said the 
22-year-old.

Returning De Villiers slams 
explosive ODI century
reuters
PAArL (SOUTh AFrIcA), OcT 19

AB de Villiers feels he is hit-
ting the ball as sweetly as he 
ever following his recent 
break from the South African 
side, an ominous sign for 
bowlers ahead of  a busy sea-
son across all three formats.

South Africa were given a 
glimpse of  what they have 
been missing as De Villiers 
flayed Bangladesh’s attack 
with stunning ease on his way 
to a career-best one-day inter-
national (ODI) score on 
Wednesday. He smashed 176 
from 104 balls, including 
seven towering sixes, as South 
Africa sealed the three-match 
series with a game to spare 
following a 104-run victory. 
“I’m hitting the ball as well as 
ever and it felt that way out 
there, I could feel the ball com-
ing off  really well,” he told 

reporters. “It’s just nice to 
contribute.”

De Villiers had been on a 
self-imposed exile from the 
side, but announced last 
month he would be available 
again in all three formats as 
South Africa prepare to wel-
come India and Australia for 
respective test series in the 
coming months. “I just needed 
a couple of  months away with 
the family, which I got,” he 
said. “It felt like I never really 
left, but I did miss being on 

the park and playing. It’s great 
to be back. It’s a huge privi-
lege to play for my team and 
my country. For the last few 
months, I’ve been working 
really hard on my game and 
all I wanted to do was get back 
into the side.”

De Villiers hinted in the 
past that he may retire from 
Tests to concentrate on the 
limited-overs game, but 
appears to have performed an 
about-turn and is now hopeful 
of  a return to the longest for-
mat for the first time since 
January 2016. “If  selected, I 
will be there but I can’t accept 
that I am going to be in the 
squad,” he said. 

South Africa host 
Zimbabwe in an inaugural 
four-day Test starting on 
Boxing Day, before three 
matches against India in 
January and four versus tour-
ing Australia in March.

Brazil’s Nuzman charged 
in vote-rigging probe
rio gAmes 
rIO DE JANEIrO, OcT 19

Brazilian prosecutors charged 
the former head of  the nation-
al Olympics committee (COB), 
Carlos Nuzman, and five other 
people on Wednesday with 
corruption based on an inves-
tigation of  alleged bribery to 
have Rio de Janeiro host the 
2016 Games.

Nuzman, who was provi-
sionally suspended by the 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) and arrested 
in Rio on October 5, was 
charged with racketeering, 
money laundering and violat-
ing currency laws. The former 
governor of  Rio de Janeiro 
state, Sergio Cabral, and for-
mer COB director Leonardo 
Gryner also were charged 
with corruption in connection 
with a $2 million payment to 
guarantee votes for Rio, the 

prosecutors’ office said.
Nuzman, 75, a former IOC 

member and now honorary 
member, is accused of  arrang-
ing bribes to get the IOC to 
pick Rio as host of  the 2016 
Olympic Games. He has 
denied any wrongdoing. Rio 
was awarded the Games in 
2009 over Chicago, Tokyo and 
Madrid. Those charged 
included Brazilian business-
man Arthur Soares, who pros-
ecutors said acted as an inter-
mediary, and Lamine Diack, a 

former IOC member from 
Senegal and former head of  
the International Association 
of  Athletics Federation.

Brazilian police raided 
Nuzman’s home in September 
and accused him of  paying a 
$2 million bribe to Diack’s son 
Papa Diack, who was also 
charged. Father and son have 
denied the allegations. The 
IOC provisionally suspended 
Nuzman a day after he was 
arrested, along with the COB, 
which was responsible for 
Rio’s bid to stage the Games. 
The IOC said Brazilian ath-
letes would not be affected and 
Team Brazil would be able to 
take part at next year’s Winter 
Olympics in Pyeongchang.

Nuzman resigned last week 
as head of  the COB. In a letter 
to the committee he said he 
needed to devote himself  to 
his legal defense and would 
not be returning.
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cj cup golf

n Justin Thomas of the US lines up a putt on the 11th green  
during the first round of the CJ Cup golf tournament in in Jeju 
Island, South Korea, on Thursday.  AFP/RSS
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sports digest
Durante out of 
World Cup playoff
WELLINGTON: New 
Zealand’s hopes of  reach-
ing the World Cup finals 
in Russia next year have 
suffered a setback after 
defender Andrew 
Durante was ruled out of  
the two-leg playoff  
against Peru in 
November due to injury. 
The 35-year-old suffered 
a groin adductor injury 
in Wellington Phoenix’s 
3-2 loss to Sydney FC in 
the A-League last 
Sunday. Scans on 
Thursday confirmed the 
extent of  the injury, local 
media reported, which 
would keep him out of  
action for up to 12 weeks. 
The Oceania champions 
face Peru, who finished 
fifth in South American 
qualifying, in the first 
leg of  the intercontinen-
tal playoff  in Wellington 
on November 11 before 
heading to Lima for the 
second leg on November 
15. New Zealand have 
qualified for the finals 
just twice before, in 1982 
and 2010. (REUTERS)

Adrian frustrated 
by lack of starts
LONDON: West Ham 
United back-up goalkeep-
er Adrian believes he has 
not been given a chance 
to prove himself  this sea-
son but is determined to 
fight for a place in the 
starting lineup. Adrian 
was second choice to 
Darren Randolph last 
season, featuring in 19 of  
West Ham’s 46 games, 
and the 30-year-old has 
been relegated to a 
reserve role again this 
campaign following the 
arrival of  England inter-
national Joe Hart on 
loan. The Spaniard has 
started in just two 
League Cup matches this 
season and believes his 
solid performances in 
the last campaign war-
ranted more playing 
time. The former Real 
Betis goalkeeper fears 
that a lack of  club foot-
ball could also mean 
missing out on a place in 
Spain’s squad for the 
2018 World Cup in 
Russia, adding he would 
be open for a transfer if  
the situation did not 
improve. (REUTERS)

Villas-Boas  
under pressure
SHANGHAI: Chinese 
media piled pressure on 
Shanghai SIPG coach 
Andre Villas-Boas on 
Thursday after their 
stinging defeat to Urawa 
Red Diamonds in the 
AFC Champions League 
semi-finals. The 
Portuguese coach prom-
ised silverware in his 
debut season but after 
Urawa’s 2-1 aggregate 
win, his best remaining 
hope seems to be next 
month’s CFA Cup final 
against city rivals 
Shanghai Shenhua. SIPG 
spent big this year, hir-
ing Brazilian midfielder 
Oscar for an Asian-
record 60 million euros, 
but they look unlikely to 
overhaul holders 
Guangzhou Evergrande 
at the top of  the Chinese 
Super League. Oriental 
Sports Daily quoted well-
known CCTV news 
anchor Bai Yansong as 
saying: “It is time for 
Villas-Boas to leave. He is 
has been suspended 
again and again... If  he 
leaves, it could be a relief  
for him.” (AFP)
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Driver Meher Muhammad Khalil 
became a hero when militants 
attacked the Sri Lankan cricket 
team bus on a busy street in 
Lahore in 2009, holding his nerve 
under gunfire to whisk them to 
safety.

Eight years later he is ready to 
welcome Sri Lanka back for mili-
tancy-wracked Pakistan’s first 
cricket match against a top inter-
national team since that terrible 
day. The bus ambush, in which 
eight people were killed and eight 
wounded, including seven Sri 
Lankan players, drove cricket 
and most other international 
sports from Pakistan for years.

But security has now 
improved, and Sri Lanka agreed 
on Monday to go ahead with their 

visit to Pakistan next week for a 
Twenty20 match in Lahore, 
despite fears expressed by some 
players. Khalil says the hype sur-
rounding Sri Lanka’s return has 
sharpened his memories of  the 
assault on the morning of  March 
3, 2009 as he drove the team to 
Gaddafi Stadium. 

Two elite police vehicles were 
in front of  the bus as he eased on 
to Liberty roundabout in the 
heart of  Lahore when Pakistani 
Taliban militants opened fire, 
spraying bullets along the convoy. 
“First I thought it was fireworks 
for our guest team,” he said, 
standing in the street where the 
ambush began. Then a man came 
in front of  me (and) fired straight 
at me with a Kalashnikov... I real-
ised, it’s not fireworks.”

The militants shot the drivers 
first, he said, killing the two in 

the lead vehicles on the spot. 
Khalil saw their vehicles skid one 
to the left and one to the right, 
opening a path down the centre—
and then he hit the accelerator. 
“They fired intensely on the vehi-
cle, and also lobbed a hand gre-
nade and fired a rocket,” he said, 
but both missed. He does not 
remember hitting the brakes, he 
said, until he had driven the bus 
right inside Gaddafi Stadium. A 
security cordon was thrown up 
and he and the players stayed 
there until a Pakistani military 
helicopter airlifted them right out 
from its grassy pitch.

In the harrowing aftermath, 
Khalil was awarded medals and 
given cash prizes from grateful 
Pakistani and Sri Lankan offi-
cials. But Pakistan’s security con-
tinued to deteriorate, and the 
Taliban kept gaining ground. 

Khalil’s newfound VIP status just 
made him a target, he feared, and 
by the end of  the year he had fled 
the country, first to Morocco then 
to South Africa. By 2013, however, 
he had returned to Pakistan, and 
once more drives a bus in Lahore.

Pakistan’s fortunes, mean-
while, have improved, with a dra-
matic uptick in security in recent 
years, although militants still 
carry out spectacular attacks. 
The growing confidence led to a 
visit by minnows Zimbabwe in 
2015—a small step in cricket 
terms, but as the Pakistani 
national anthem rang out in 
Gaddafi Stadium for the first 
time since 2009, a giant leap for 
home fans.

It was followed by the final this 
March for the hugely popular 
Pakistan Super League, where 
fans held up banners proclaiming 

“Pakistan wins today”. And last 
month a World XI side led by Faf  
du Plessis visited for three T20 
matches, with the foreign players 
hailing the series as “more than 
cricket”.

International Cricket Council 
(ICC) officials acknowledged that 
Pakistan had made “tremendous 
strides”, though there was still a 
long way to go. The T20 finale 
comes at the end of  a series oth-
erwise played in the United Arab 
Emirates, where Pakistan have 
held their “home” internationals 
since the ambush.

Sri Lankan officials have said 
they agreed to the game after 
assessments by Sri Lankan and 
Pakistan authorities, independ-
ent security experts and the ICC. 
The country’s cricket chief, 
Thilanga Sumathipala, has previ-
ously appealed for an end to 

Pakistan’s isolation and 
urged other teams to come 
to play. The Sri Lankan 
players had been nervous 
the night before the 
ambush, he said, describ-
ing a conversation with 
batsman Kumar 
Sangakkara that evening. 
“Sangakkara asked me: 
‘Mr Muhammad, are we 
people safe in Pakistan?’” 
“I told him nothing will 
happen, and if, God forbid, 
something happens then 
thousands of  people like me 
will sacrifice our lives for you.”

The next day, after their worst 
fears came true with Sangakkara 
among the wounded, he visited 
the Sri Lankan player in hospi-
tal. “He told me, ‘You are a  
great man... You are my hero,’” 
Khalil said.

Pak’s bus attack hero hails Sri Lankans return

Chelsea grab high-scoring draw 
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Chelsea were grateful to Eden 
Hazard for grabbing a 3-3 
draw in a Champions League 
thriller against Roma on 
Wednesday, while Manchester 
United, Barcelona, Paris 
Saint-Germain (PSG), Bayern 
Munich and Juventus all won.

Hazard headed in his sec-
ond goal of  the night from a 
Pedro Rodriguez cross with 
quarter of  an hour left at 
Stamford Bridge to rescue 
Chelsea after they had earlier 
blown a two-goal lead against 
the Italians. With Carlo 
Ancelotti, former Chelsea 
coach and Roma player, watch-
ing from the stands, David 

Luiz curled the Blues into an 
early lead and Hazard 
increased their advantage.

But Aleksandar Kolarov 
pulled one back for Roma 
before the interval and Edin 
Dzeko equalised with a volley 
on 64 minutes before his head-
er put the visitors ahead to the 
disbelief  of  the home fans in 
west London. Hazard’s level-
ler allowed Chelsea to hold 
onto top spot in Group ‘C’ 
with seven points, two points 
clear of  Roma and five better 
off  than Atletico Madrid. 

“It was a difficult game 
against a good team. We suf-
fered in possession and it 
wasn’t easy in the first half, 
despite scoring two goals,” 
said Chelsea boss Antonio 

Conte. Beaten finalists in 2014 
and 2016, Atletico could only 
draw 0-0 in Azerbaijan against 
Qarabag, who claimed their 
first ever Champions League 
point despite having striker 
Dino Ndlovu sent off  late on. 

Chelsea’s draw also ensured 
that the five English clubs in 
the competition all picked up 
points this midweek, with 
United grinding out a 1-0 vic-
tory at Benfica to maintain 
their perfect record in Group 
A. Jose Mourinho was return-
ing to Lisbon to face the club 
he coached briefly in 2000 but 
it was Benfica’s teenage goal-
keeper Mile Svilar who stole 
the headlines. The 18-year-old 
Belgian was handed a start to 
become the youngest ever 

goalkeeper in the Champions 
League and was at fault for 
the only goal of  a flat game.

Svilar was caught out when 
Marcus Rashford delivered a 
freekick from wide on the left 
on 64 minutes and he could 
only carry the ball over the 
line. Benfica’s misery was 

completed when captain 
Luisao was sent off  in stop-
page time. Basel, who beat 
pointless Benfica 5-0 last 
month, followed that with a 
2-0 win at CSKA Moscow, 
Taulant Xhaka and Dimitri 
Oberlin scoring.

Barcelona still have a per-
fect record in Group ‘D’ as 
they beat Olympiakos 3-1 
despite having Gerard Pique 
sent off  in the first half. 
Driving rain meant the mostly 
uncovered 99,000-capacity 
Nou Camp was largely empty 
as it opened to fans for the 
first time since a violent 
crackdown of  an independ-
ence referendum in Catalonia 
on October 1. Those who did 
turn out saw Pique stupidly 

collect a second yellow card 
for handling the ball into the 
net late in the first half.

Barca were already ahead 
at that point from a Dimitrios 
Nikolaou own goal and they 
added further goals in the sec-
ond half  with Lionel Messi 
netting a freekick—his 100th 
European goal—and setting 
up Lucas Digne to score. 
Nikolaou pulled one back for 
the Greeks, who are still 
pointless. Juventus are sec-
ond in the group after coming 
from behind to beat Sporting 
Lisbon 2-1 in Turin,  
with Miralem Pjanic curling 
in a freekick to cancel out 
Alex Sandro’s own goal and 
Mario Mandzukic heading in 
a late winner.

PSG continued their superb 
start in Europe this season as 
their ‘MCN’ attack all scored 
in a 4-0 victory at Anderlecht. 
Kylian Mbappe opened the 
scoring inside two minutes 
and Edinson Cavani headed in 
the second before the interval. 
Neymar’s freekick made it 
three in the second half, with 
substitute Angel di Maria 
completing the rout. 

PSG are top of  Group ‘B’ 
with nine points, three more 
than Bayern Munich, who 
eased to a 3-0 victory over 
Celtic. The 72-year-old Jupp 
Heynckes was back in the 
Bayern dugout and he saw 
Thomas Mueller, Joshua 
Kimmich and Mats Hummels 
all score.

Imam steers Pakistan to series victory
Agence FrAnce-Presse
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Young opener Imam-ul-Haq, 
nephew of  Pakistan great 
Inzamam-ul-Haq, smashed a 
hundred on debut to guide his 
side to a seven-wicket win in 
the third one-day internation-
al (ODI) against Sri Lanka on 
Wednesday.

Seamer Hasan Ali became 
the quickest bowler to reach 
50 ODI wickets for Pakistan as 
his 5-34 saw Sri Lanka bowled 
out for 208 in 48.2 overs at 
Sheikh Zayed Stadium in Abu 
Dhabi. Imam, whose uncle 
Inzamam is now a Pakistan 
selector, became only the sec-
ond batsman from his country 
and 13th overall to score a 
hundred on ODI debut before 
he finally fell for 100 off  125 
balls.

The 21-year-old hit two 
sixes and five fours as the 
nominal hosts wrapped up the 

series with two matches to 
spare. Saleem Elahi was the 
only other Pakistani to hit a 
debut hundred, also against 
Sri Lanka at Gujranwala in 
1995. But Imam could have 
missed that milestone as he 
was reprieved on 89, having 
been given out caught behind 
by Niroshan Dickwella off  

Lahiru Gamage. As he was 
walking back, television 
u m p i r e  R i c h a r d 
Kettleborough found the ball 
had touched the ground before 
reaching wicketkeeper 
Dickwella’s gloves. 

Mohammad Hafeez 
remained not out on 34, scor-
ing the winning single. Imam 

said his heart was in his 
mouth when he was given out. 
“I thought I had missed a 
great chance of  scoring a  
hundred,” said Imam, who 
was also Pakistan’s top 
run-scorer when they reached 
the 2014 Under-19 World Cup 
final in the United Arab 
Emirates. 

Pakistan hold an unassaila-
ble 3-0 lead in the five-match 
series. The remaining games 
are in Sharjah on Friday and 
Monday. With a low target to 
chase, Imam made a solid 
start alongside Fakhar Zaman 
for 87-run opening stand. Sri 
Lanka, who suffered their 
ninth straight ODI defeat, 
were loose with the bat. 
Hasan, 23, was ably assisted 
by leg-spinner Shadab Khan 
(2-37) as Sri Lanka, lost their 
last nine wickets for only 106 
runs. Sri Lanka skipper Upul 
Tharanga (61) and Dickwella 
(18) put on 59 for the first 
wicket, but from 102-1 in the 
26th over their innings was 
derailed by Pakistan’s  
bowlers.

Shadab had Dinesh 
Chandimal (19) leg-before and 
Hasan, who had given 
Pakistan the early break-
through with Dickwella’s 
wicket, removed Chamara 
Kapugedera (18), Milinda 
Siriwardana (two) and 
Vandersay (nought) to com-
plete 50 wickets in his 24th 
ODI.Hasan’s previous best 
bowling figures were 5-38 
against the West Indies in 
Guyana earlier this year. 
Lahiru Thirimanne (28) and 
Thisara Perera (38) took Sri 
Lanka past the 200 mark.

Brazil, Germany to 
vie in quarter-final
Agence FrAnce-Presse
NEW DELHI, OCT 19

Striker Brenner scored twice 
as Brazil beat Honduras 3-0 in 
Kochi on Wednesday to set up 
a mouth-watering quarterfi-
nals clash with Germany in 
the Fifa Under-17 World Cup.

Brenner scored a goal in 
each half—in the 11th and 
56th minute—to help the 
three-time champions main-
tain an unbeaten run in the 
24-nation event being hosted 
by India for the first time. 
After Brenner’s brilliant 
opener, Marcos Antonio dou-
bled the lead in the 44th min-
ute to take the steam out of  
Honduras’ resistance in the 
first half. The title contenders 
have conceded just one goal in 
the tournament so far, against 
Spain back in the group stage.

Germany have had a con-
trasting campaign, having to 
stage a turnaround after 
being thrashed 4-0 by Iran in a 
group match. Germany will 
meet the South American 
football giants on Sunday in 
Kolkata.

In the first last-16 encoun-

ter on Wednesday, two-time 
champions Ghana eased past 
debutants Niger 2-0 in 
Mumbai to book their last 
eight clash with Mali. 
Meanwhile, underdogs Iran 
will challenge the might of  
Spain, who edged past France 
2-1 in another compelling 
match on Sunday. England, 
who will face USA, have also 
looked a dominant side 
despite losing their star mid-
fielder Jadon Sancho, who 
was called back by his German 
club Borussia Dortmund. The 
17-year-old Sancho scored 
three times as the Steve 
Cooper-coached side advanced 
to the knockout stage with a 
100 per cent record. 

The 23-day event culmi-
nates on October 28 with the 
final in Kolkata in the crick-
et-obsessed India.

n Messi joins 100-goal club in Europe as Barca stroll to victory n PSG attacking trio on target in thumping win at Anderlecht

n Barcelona’s Lionel Messi (right) shoots at goal during their Champions League match against Olympiacos at the Nou Camp in Barcelona on Wednesday.  REUTERS

Results
Benfica 0-1 Man United
CSKA 0-2 Basel
Bayern 3-0 Celtic
Anderlecht 0-4 PSG
Qarabag 0-0 Atletico
Chelsea 3-3 Roma
Barca 3-1 Olympiakos
Juve 2-1 Sporting

pakistan-sri lanka odi series

n Pakistan’s Imam Haq celebrates after scoring a century against Sri Lanka during their third ODI match in 
Abu Dhabi on Wednesday.  AP

fifa u-17 world cup

Summary
Pakistan 209-3 in 42.3 overs (I Haq 
100, M Hafeez 34*, T Perera 1-22; L 
Gamage 1-35) beat Sri Lanka 208 in 
48.2 overs (U Tharanga 61, T Perera 
38; H Ali 5-34, S Khan 2-37) by seven 
wickets
Man-of-the-match: Imam-Ul-Haq

n Meher Muhammad Khalil

QF lineup
Oct 21 
Mali vs Ghana (Guwahati)
USA vs England (Goa)
Oct 22
Spain vs Iran (Kochi)
Germany vs Brazil (Kolkata)

champions league

l i o n S ’ R e t u R n  to  Pa k i Sta n
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